
 
 

 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
OHIO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, OHIO FFA ANNOUNCE 2015 GRANT PROGRAM  

15 Local FFAs Received ARCOP Funding in 2014 
  

REYNOLDSBURG, Ohio (March 10, 2015) – The Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) today released 
grant applications for the 2015 Agricultural and Rural Community Outreach Program (ARCOP). The 
program, jointly administered by the Ohio FFA Foundation, Ohio FFA Association and ODA, helps local 
FFA chapters finance worthy community development projects.  
 
Local FFA chapters can submit project proposals until April 1, to the Ohio FFA Foundation. A committee 
will then select projects to receive grant funds ranging from $750 to $2,500.  Grant winners will be 
notified by April 15.  
 
“FFA provides life-shaping, leadership and education experiences for our young people,” said ODA 
Director David T. Daniels. “The Ohio Department of Agriculture is proud to partner with Ohio FFA 
Foundation and Association to help students fund community projects that teach them the value of 
giving back to their communities while keeping them interested and involved in agriculture.” 
 
Last year, 15 local FFA chapters were awarded funding for projects in a variety of areas including farm 
safety training, land lab improvements, agricultural science, and targeting hunger needs of school 
children and rural populations.  
 
“This program has grown steadily over the last 3 years, and with our 2014 projects successfully 
completed, Ohio FFA is looking forward to working with our partners to help fund another round of 
diverse, worthwhile community projects,” said FFA Foundation Director Melissa Bell. 
   
One notable project in 2014 from the North Union FFA created the Barnyard Buddies Agriculture 
Literacy Program. The goal of this program was to identify 30 economically disadvantaged youths in 
elementary school whose families would benefit from receiving a Thanksgiving meal from FFA. In 
partnership with the elementary staff and students, FFA members organized agricultural literacy 
programs to educate the students on the processes involved from farm to table. In addition to the 
educational component, North Union FFA students created a plan to hatch, raise, and process turkeys in 
order to provide the 30 families with a hot meal on Thanksgiving Day.  
 
 



 
 

 
 

The ARCOP is funded by a $38,000 grant provided by the Ohio Department of Agriculture through the 
Ohio Rural Rehabilitation fund. For more information on grant guidelines or to apply, visit 
http://ohioffa.org/foundation/foundation-news/.  
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Media Contact: Ashley McDonald, Ohio Department of Agriculture, 614-752-9817;  
Melissa Bell, Ohio FFA Foundation, 614-299-1332. 

 
Note to Editors: Attached is the full list of local FFA chapters awarded funding through the 2014 
Agricultural and Rural Community Outreach Program. 
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2014 Agricultural and Rural Community Outreach Program Grant Recipients 
 
 
Barnesville FFA, Belmont County, Community Festival Featuring Ag and Natural Resource Awareness 
Brookville-MVCTC FFA, Montgomery County, Community Garden 
Eastwood FFA, Wood County, Agriculture Emergency Responders Training 
Gilead Christian, Morrow County, Hydroponics and Aquaponics Development 
Greenview FFA, Greene County, Enhancing Greene County Ag Day 
Hardin Northern FFA, Hardin County, Backpack Buddies Program 
Hillsboro FFA, Highland County, Bookbags for Back to School 
Kalida FFA, Putnam County, Froggy Park Renovations 
Marion FFA, Marion County, Ecosystems in a Farm Community 
Miami East FFA, Miami County, Miami East Local Schools Land Lab Improvements 
North Union FFA, Union County, Barnyard Buddies Literary Program 
Ridgemont FFA, Hardin County, Ridgemont High School Career Day Development 
Versailles FFA, Darke County, Outdoor Learning Lab 
Waterford FFA, Washington County, “Agriculture is Science” Day 
Zane Trace FFA, Ross County, Community Garden  
 
 


