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MOTORISTS, FARMERS URGED TO USE CAUTION
DURING THIS WEEK'’S HECTIC PLANTING OPPORTUNITY
Ohio Agriculture Director Stresses Safety as Farmers Work Long Hours to Plant

REYNOLDSBURG, Ohio (June 1, 2011) — Following Ohio’s worst wet spring conditions in more than 100
years farmers across the state are now working around-the-clock to plant their crops. Motorists are
encouraged to be aware of increased numbers of tractors and farm equipment on state roadways, and
farmers likewise are encouraged to put safety as their top priority.

“This week’s dry weather will mean the busiest farm activity we’ve seen all year,” said Zehringer. “As
producers seize this opportunity, | encourage them to use safety precautions along roadways and to
make sure their tractors are both highly visible and well lighted.” Ohio State Highway Patrol
Superintendent, Colonel John Born, urges motorists to “be alert and exercise patience when driving near
or passing farm equipment and slow moving vehicles on the roadway.”

According to the United States Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service Ohio
Field Office, only 19 percent of corn has been planted as opposed to the five year average of being 93
percent planted by May 29.

Since April 1, Ohio farmers have had only 9.6 days suitable for field work as opposed to the average of
30 suitable days.

Last week, the Ohio Department of Agriculture hosted a spring planting briefing in which state, federal,
and local experts discussed how the weather is impacting Ohio's farmers. The briefing provided an
outlook for the remainder of the planting season, and compiled a list of available resources to assist
farmers. For more information about this meeting or for a list of resources, visit the department’s
website at www.agri.ohio.gov.
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