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Ohio Department of Agriculture Expands Gypsy Moth Quarantine 
Department Adds Athens and Vinton Counties 

 
REYNOLDSBURG, Ohio (Jan. 28, 2010) – The Ohio Department of Agriculture expanded its 
gypsy moth quarantine today to include Athens and Vinton counties. This follows an increase in 
the number of moth populations in these areas during the department’s 2009 gypsy moth survey.   
 
To date, 51 counties are on Ohio’s gypsy moth quarantine list. A county is added to the 
quarantine when traps placed in the area during the department’s survey yield an average catch 
of ten or more moths. The quarantine was established to slow the artificial spread of gypsy moth 
egg masses. A complete list of quarantined counties is available at www.agri.ohio.gov. 
 
The gypsy moth is a non-native, invasive species that has been advancing from the northeastern 
U.S. since its accidental introduction near Boston in the mid-1800s. In its caterpillar stage, it 
feeds on the leaves of more than 300 tree and shrub species and is especially fond of oak. A 
healthy tree can usually withstand only two years of defoliation before it is permanently 
damaged or dies.  
 
The quarantine, regulated by the department, limits the movement of items that are capable of 
harboring gypsy moth egg masses. These items include, but are not limited to, nursery stock, cut 
Christmas trees, logs, firewood, slab wood, mobile homes and other outdoor articles. The 
movement of regulated articles from a quarantined area through or to a non-quarantined area 
should only be done after a compliance agreement or a gypsy moth certificate is obtained from 
the Ohio Department of Agriculture.  
 
For more information about the gypsy moth, the quarantine, or for information on how to obtain 
a compliance agreement or gypsy moth certificate, visit www.agri.ohio.gov. 
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