
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Portage County Landowner Preserves Farmland with Clean Ohio Funds 
 

REYNOLDSBURG, Ohio (Dec. 16, 2008) – Portage County landowner John Groselle received 
$166,835 for the permanent agricultural easement placed on his 85.71 acre farm in Hiram 
township. This marks the sixth purchased easement by the Ohio Department of Agriculture 
within Portage County, assuring the land will forever remain in agricultural use. 
  
Agricultural easements are voluntary legal agreements restricting non-agricultural development 
on farmland, with the land itself remaining on the tax rolls and under private ownership and 
management. Landowners may undertake any agricultural activity permitted under Ohio law, 
and they can sell their farm or pass it along as a gift to others. However, the easement remains 
with the land, prohibiting any future non-farm development to make certain that it remains used 
for agricultural purposes. 
 
“Preserving Ohio’s farms falls right in line with the Ohio Bipartisan Job Stimulus Plan set forth 
by Gov. Strickland and the General Assembly to provide jobs and contribute to strengthening 
Ohio’s economy, especially in these bleak economic times,” said Ohio Department of 
Agriculture Director Robert Boggs. “The Clean Ohio Agricultural Easement Purchase Program, 
administered through the Ohio Department of Agriculture with Clean Ohio funds, continues to 
be the most influential tool to preserving agriculture’s strong beneficial presence in our state.” 
 
The Groselle farm is managed under a rotation of corn, soybeans, and alfalfa using no-till, 
conservation, and conventional tillage practices. This farmland is co-held with the Portage 
County Board of Commissioners, who partnered with the Portage County Regional Planning 
Commission to put the farm through the competitive application process. The farm was one of 20 
farms chosen from more than 230 applications to be preserved in the sixth round of funding. The 
land will be monitored annually to assure that the agricultural easement is followed and the land 
continues to be used for agricultural purposes. 
 
Under the department’s Clean Ohio Agricultural Easement Purchase Program, landowners apply 
to permanently preserve farmland to the state, and they are required to donate a minimum of 25 
percent value of the program’s points-based appraisal value.  
 
The Clean Ohio Fund has preserved agricultural easements on 102 farms totaling more than 
21,800 acres statewide. For more information on the department’s Clean Ohio Agricultural 
Easement Purchase Program, call 614-728-6210 or visit http://clean.ohio.gov. 
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