Office of Farmland Preservation Criteria for Local Sponsor Certification

Categories: Start-Up or Experienced

Organizational Capacity: Staff

1.
2.
3.

Number of years of experience of local FLP program administrator
Does the organization have volunteer or professional staff?
What other support staff do you have access to such as attorney, GIS, county planner, etc.?

Organizational Capacity Easements:

1.

Number of years the organization has administered FLP program

Number of Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) agricultural easements managed and total number of

acres they cover

Number of total easements (AEPP and conservation) managed and total number of acres they cover
Number of donated agricultural easements (ODA) and number of acres they cover

Number of Farm & Ranch Land Protection Program (FRPP) easements held with ODA and number of
acres they cover

Number of FRPP easements held with local sponsor but not ODA and number of acres they cover
Number of counties in which the program holds AEPP easements and ODA donated agricultural

easements

Organizational Capacity Other:
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Is the organization working with a mentor organization? If so, provide name and contact information
What is the organization’s budget for the current calendar year?

Does the organization have a board, by-laws and a Stewardship Fund?

If a non-profit, is the organization certified or accredited by a national organization?

Have annual monitoring reports been submitted on time: Y or N

Are annual monitoring reports complete: Y or N

Have easement violations that resulted in state legal action: Y or N

Please provide us with any other information (limit 200 words) on your organizations capacity to provide

the managerial, legal and financial expertise to operate a local agricultural easement purchase program

and to share legal responsibility with the director to hold, monitor, supervise and enforce the provisions

of an agricultural easement.

Service Area Statistics: Service area is defined as the counties within which the organization holds easements,
AEPP or other.

1. Average cost per acre for farm land in counties within the organization’s service area

2. Average farm size in acres within counties in the organization’s service area

3. List counties within the organization’s service area
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Organization Background:
Provide Copies of:

1. Copy of locally tailored ranking system based on the criteria in 901-2-05 Ohio Administrative Code (OAC)
Copy of agricultural easement acquisition application for approval by ODA (Ohio Administrative Code
901-2-04 (B) and Ohio Revised Code Sec. 901.22)

3. If non-profit (from 901-2-04 OAC):

a. The organization’s exemption under 26 USC 1, subsection 501(a) and 501(c)
b. A statement of the organization’s endowment policy

4. If a non-profit or a Soil and Water Conservation District (from 901-2-04 OAC), demonstrate the
organization’s legal capacity to hold, monitor and enforce an agricultural easement by submitting the
following:

a. A copy of the organization’s by-laws or regulations stating that farmland preservation is one of
its purposes;

b. Alist of the organization’s officers, board of directors and members;

c. The organization’s financial condition, including a balance sheet, revenue and expense
statement and the financial expertise to hold, monitor and enforce and agricultural easement;

d. The organization’s ability to provide the necessary managerial, legal and financial expertise to
hold, monitor and enforce an agricultural easement.

DFK: 9/05/12

AGENDA ITEM 06b-Criteria for Local Sponsor Certification 2012_09-05 (2).docx



