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July 1, 2010 

I am pleased to present the following annual report on Ohio’s farmland 
preservation efforts.  This narrative provides an overview of the three programs 
that Ohio uses to protect farmland – the Clean Ohio Agricultural Easement 
Purchase Program, the Ohio Agricultural Easement Donation Program and 
Agricultural Security Areas.

Since the inception of these preservation programs, Ohio has realized great 
success.  Ten years ago Ohio had zero preserved agricultural acres. Today the 
state has more than 40,000.  Due to the success and popularity of the Clean 
Ohio Fund, the state’s Offi ce of Farmland Preservation is now able to double its 
preservation ability.  This effective tool helped the state preserve approximately 
6,279 acres in 2009, compared to 3,191 acres in 2008.  With the help of local, state 
and federal entities working together and continued landowner interest, Ohio’s 
preservation numbers will continue to grow.

Land is the heart of agriculture and the basic ingredient of our past, present 
and future agricultural success.  Work to secure agricultural land for the next 
generation is critical to maintaining the state’s top industry – food and agriculture 
– and all of the economic, social and environmental benefi ts it provides.  As Ohio 
moves toward current trends of renewable, green energy and consuming locally 
grown foods, the need for viable farmland is becoming even more 
imperative.  

Ohio must stay steadfast and combat the loss of approximately 343 
acres of farmland each day.  The farmland preservation effort relies 
on the collaboration among federal, state and local entities working 
together with interested farmland owners toward a common goal of 
protecting a valuable natural resource.  The department is proud of 
the work that has been accomplished over the past year and looks 
forward to another productive year.

Sincerely,

Robert J. Boggs, Director
Ohio Department of Agriculture
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Offi ce of Farmland 
Preservation

To preserve and 
protect Ohio’s viable 
farmland for future 

agricultural use and to 
educate and partner 

with the public, 
governments, and 

communities.

Roles of the 
Offi ce of Farmland Preservation

o  Administers the Clean Ohio AEPP and AEDP;
 
o  Educates the public, existing agencies and organizations 

about the need to protect Ohio’s farmland; 

 o   Ensures continued monitoring of agricultural 
easementaquisitions; 

o  Provides technical assistance to farmers and local offi cials 
in implementing Ohio’s Agricultural Security Area (ASA) 
program.

Agricultural Easement 
Program Overview

Since 1999, the Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA), through 
its three agricultural easement programs – the Clean Ohio 
Agricultural Easement Purchase Program (AEPP), the Ohio 

Agricultural Easement Donation Program (AEDP), and the Tobacco 
Agricultural Easement Purchase Program of 2002 – has permanently 
preserved 235* farms across Ohio.

Total Acres Saved: 42,400.58
*Includes pending offers as of April 13, 2010.
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Ohio Department 
of Agriculture

The mission of the 
Ohio Department 

of Agriculture 
is to provide 

regulatory protection 
to producers, 

agribusinesses, 
and the consuming 
public; to promote 
Ohio agricultural 

products in domestic 
and international 
markets; and to 

educate the citizens 
of Ohio about our 

agricultural industry.  
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Ohio Preserved Farmland
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Program                No. of Farms             Acres

Clean Ohio AEPP                 172      33,460.37

Ohio AEDP                       49         5,999.85

Tobacco Agricultural Easement Purchase Program (2002)                  14          2,940.36

TOTAL                    235                    42,400.58
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Ohio’s Preservation Tools

Clean Ohio Agricultural Easement Purchase Program (AEPP)
The Clean Ohio AEPP provides funding to farmland owners for placing an agricultural easement on their property 
which will ensure the land remains in agriculture.  Monies are issued for up to 75 percent of the points-based 
appraised value of a farm’s development rights.  A payment cap is set at $2,000 per acre, with a maximum of 
$500,000 per farm.  All easement transactions are recorded on the property deed and transfer with the land to 
successive owners.

Governor Strickland and the General Assembly’s Bipartisan Jobs Stimulus Plan, a $1.57 billion investment in 
Ohio’s economy and infrastructure, includes a $400-million bond continuation of the Clean Ohio Fund.  The 
fund, similar to its original form in 2001, preserves farmland, creates recreational trails, conserves greenspace, 
and revitalizes brownfi elds.  It allocates $25 million, divided over four years beginning in 2009, to purchase 
agricultural easements on productive farmland from willing landowners. 

Ohio Agricultural Easement Donation Program (AEDP)
The AEDP is a tool for landowners to protect their farm’s soils, natural resource features, and scenic open space. 
Under the AEDP program, landowners have the opportunity to donate easement rights on viable farmland 
to the Ohio Department of Agriculture.  The department assures the land remains in agricultural use forever.  
There are no stewardship fees or costs to the farmland owner for donating the easement to ODA.  All easement 
transactions are permanent, recorded on the property deed and will transfer with the land to successive owners.  
Landowners may also fi nd fi nancial benefi ts associated with easement donations.

Ohio Agricultural Security Area (ASA) Program
The ASA program is a tool that promotes agricultural retention by creating special areas in which agriculture is 
encouraged and protected.  ASAs provide certain benefi ts to farmers, including protection from non-agricultural 
development, a critical mass of land to help keep farming viable, and possible tax benefi ts for investing in new 
real-agricultural property.  The ASA program authorizes one or more landowners, with at least 500 acres 
of contiguous farmland, to request enrollment into an ASA for a 10-year period from the boards of county 
commissioners and township trustees.

Land enrolled in an ASA must be within a county’s agricultural district.  The voluntary ASA enrollment request 
is made through boards of township trustees and county commissioners. The Offi ce of Farmland Preservation 
provides technical assistance to farmers and local offi cials in utilizing ASAs.
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Clean Ohio Agricultural Easement 
Purchase Program (AEPP)

During the reporting period July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010, a total of 19 AEPP easements were purchased.  
These easements permanently preserved 3,964.65 acres.  Since its inception, the Clean Ohio AEPP has 
preserved a total of 172 farms in 34 counties totaling 33,460.37 acres*. 

With a fi xed amount of funding available each round, the AEPP program is highly-competitive.  Overall, the 
program’s funding has enabled the state to protect about 8.6 percent of applicants.

In addition, since 2002, the United States Department of Agriculture through the Farm and Ranch Lands 
Protection Program has pledged nearly $14 million in matching grant funds to further the Clean Ohio AEPP’s 
mission.

Broadwater Farm, 2009 Clean Ohio AEPP, 80.09 acres, Lake County

*Includes pending offers as of July 1, 2010.
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AEPP Easements Purchased
July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010 

 Landowner County  Acreage  Purchase Price
  Fulk Ashland 130.08 $118,857.00
  Thompson Ashtabula 298.72 $167,395.00
  Schlichter Butler 159.0 $281,250.00
  Harbage Clark 774.11 $364,477.00
  Roberts Clark 290.61 $205,421.00
  Gallagher Fulton 263.88 $267,298.00
  Lang Holmes 167.12 $146,835.00
  Morey Knox 156.1 $136,876.00
  Petkosek Lake 64.48 $118,402.00
  Winner Logan 639.45 $500,000.00
  Johnson Marion 179.6 $75,829.00
  Franz Morrow 87.07 $129,928.00
  Luckay Portage 43.62 $65,748.00
  Tapalman Preble 300.46 $500,000.00
  Burks Seneca 152.63 $186,515.00
  Kepner Trumbull 91.0 $65,173.00
  Wertenberger Wayne 75.39 $66,660.00
  Allomong Williams 50.0 $3,124.00
  Haines Wood 41.33 $45,051.00

   
   Total: 3,964.65                 $3,444,839.00

Number of AEPP easements purchased:  19
Total number of acres permanently preserved:  3,964.65

Total number of AEPP easements: 172*
Total acres permanently preserved: 33,460.37*

*Includes pending offers as of June 3, 2010
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The Smith family 
of Fairfi eld County 
preserve their farm 
through the AEPP 
program. Pictured 
(left to right): Kristin 
A. Jensen, Executive 
Director; Dixie Smith; 
Howard Smith; Steve 
Miller, Fairfi eld Soil and 
Water Conservation 
District. Seated: Mike 
Kiger, Fairfi eld County 
Commissioner.
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Ohio Agricultural Easement 
Donation Program (AEDP)

From 1999 through July 
1, 2010, Ohio’s Offi ce of 
Farmland Preservation 

has received 49 donated 
agricultural easements totaling 
6,000 acres in 22 counties.  The 
donation program continues 
to appeal to farmers who wish 
to protect their land from 
development.  

Tobacco Agricultural 
Easement Purchase Program

The Tobacco Agricultural Easement Purchase Program was a one-time partnership 
in 2002 between the Ohio Department of Agriculture, the Southern Ohio 
Agricultural and Community Development Foundation (SOACDF), and fi ve local 

Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs). Under the program, the SOACDF paid 
landowners $500 for each acre donated as an agricultural easement to the department. 
Total payments of nearly $1.5 million were made by SOACDF. The SWCDs agreed to 
monitor the easements for the department for 10 years.

Number of Tobacco Program easements: 14
Total acres permanently preserved:     2,940.36

For the reporting period July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010, 
the following donations were fi nalized:

Landowner  County  Acres
 Stoll, R. & L. Logan  28.37
 Stoll, W. & B. Logan  34.93
 Stoll, W. & B. Logan  282.41 
 Willson Trusts Fulton  55.08
 Willson Trusts Fulton  65.00

Number of AEDP easements: 49
Total acres permanently preserved: 6,000
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Ohio Agricultural 
Security Area (ASA) 

Program

Since the ASA program began in 2005, the Offi ce 
of Farmland Preservation has provided technical 
assistance on 36 applications, covering a total of 

26.951.99 acres of farmland. 

County  Acres

 Ashland 4,111.98
 Butler 678.96
Clark 6,415.70
Clark and Champaign 1,102.21
Clark and Greene 503.27
Fairfi eld 1,171.75
Fulton 554.05
Greene 1,908.82
Logan 2,883.72
Madison 913.84
Montgomery 568.54
Portage 506.14
Preble 659.28
Seneca 917.70
Tuscarawas 572.28
Warren  605.43
Wayne 3,381.60

Number of ASA agreements: 36

Total acres enrolled 

in ASAs:     27,455.26
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Year in Review
May 2010

Farmland Advisory Board
Board members listened to public comments, discussed the 2010 applications and the 

application process and fi nalized the funding methodology for the latest round of the Clean Ohio 

AEPP.

April 2010

203 Applications Received for the 2010 Clean Ohio AEPP

The Offi ce of Farmland Preservation received applications from 203 Ohio families for the ninth 

funding round of the Clean Ohio AEPP. Director Boggs is reviewing applications and with the 

assistance of the Ohio Farmland Preservation Advisory Board will make agricultural easement 

offers mid-July.
2010 Midwest Land Conservation Conference

The annual multi-state regional meeting for the Land Trust Alliance was held in Columbus, 

April 15-17. Offi ce of Farmland Preservation was a sponsor, and staff participated in the event, 

attending sessions on land stewardship solutions, strategic conservation planning, conservation 

permanence, managing easements in perpetuity, preserving local food systems, and more. Staff 

also maintained a display for conference attendees.

February 2010

Clean Ohio AEPP Information Tour

During Jan. and Feb., multiple informational sessions were held across the state concering 

the release of the 2010 Clean Ohio AEPP application. Meetings featured a presentation by 

the department’s farmland preservation staff as well as testimony from landowners who 

have participated in the program.  Meeting attendees also had the opportunity to discuss the 

program with local partnering organizations, including the tax advantages involved.  A special 

meeting exclusively for local sponsors was held at the department to train interested parties on 

the online application and the easement purchase process.

Ohio Township Association Winter Conference and Trade Show

To educate and update township trustees and their staff on the programs of the Offi ce of 

Farmland Preservation, the offi ce hosted a booth at the three-day trade show.  Staff was on 

hand to provide information and answer questions during the event, Feb. 17-19.
January 2010

OFSWCD 67th Annual Meeting
Farmland Preservation staffed an information table at the Ohio Federation of Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts 67th Annual Meeting. Farmland Preservation materials and information 

were provided to SWCD personnel from across the state, January 16 & 17.

2010 Clean Ohio AEPP Online Application

On Jan. 26, the Ohio Department of Agriculture’s Web site opened the 2010 Clean Ohio AEPP 

online application. The applications, due by April 26, are used by the department to evaluate 

and purchase agricultural easements in efforts to preserve the state’s farmland. The program 

is supported by the Clean Ohio Fund, which was continued overwhelmingly by Ohio voters in 

November 2008.  In its ninth year of funding, it will distribute $6.25 million to farmland owners 

wanting to keep their land in agricultural use for perpetuity.
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December 2009

CCAO/CEAO Annual Winter Conference

As a participant in the County Commissioners’ Association of Ohio/County Engineers 

Association of Ohio trade show, Dec. 7-8, offi ce staff distributed information to county 

commissioners and other employees and was available to answer questions on farmland 

preservation programs. 

November 2009

COLT Statewide Land Trusts Meeting

Offi ce staff attended the Coalition of Ohio Land Trusts meeting, Nov. 19. COLT members 

shared news from around the state, discussed policy and program updates, and addressed 

the future concerning climate change and the carbon market. 

10th Annual Ohio Farmland Preservation Summit

On Nov. 5, the Ohio Department of Agriculture Offi ce of Farmland Preservation and the 

Center for Farmland Policy Innovation, OSU hosted the tenth annual Ohio Farmland 

Preservation Summit at the Nationwide and Ohio Farm Bureau 4-H Center. More than 200 

farmers, landowners, local offi cials, land trusts, and interested citizens attended the largest 

annual state farmland preservation summit in the nation.

The theme of the summit was “Planting the Seeds of Future Prosperity.” A welcome address 

was delivered by E. Gordon Gee, President of The Ohio State University, and a video address 

was presented by Kathleen Merrigan, USDA Deputy Secretary. Concurrent sessions were 

offered on the topics of preserving the farm business, Ohio’s food policy, the 2007 Census of 

Agriculture, reducing land access barriers, and more. An Ohio Proud Farmers’ Market and live 

music helped mark the special 10-year celebration. 

Farmland Advisory Board

Board members met new Offi ce of Farmland Preservation contacts Matt Harbage (NRCS) 

and Jessica Atleson (Ohio Attorney General’s Offi ce). The board reviewed draft results of the 

ODA/OSU survey of 2002-2007 AEPP participants, and will be provided with the fi nal version 

when available. Several areas of the AEPP application were discussed and resolved.

September 2009

Ohio Land Use Conference

As a participant, offi ce staff attended the 2009 Ohio State University Extension sponsored 

daylong conference focused on land-use issues in Ohio.  Sessions included information on 

rural zoning updates, issues in Ohio transportation planning, zoning law and land uses, and 

state-wide balanced growth program for Ohio.

August 2009

Clean Ohio AEPP Technical Meeting

The Offi ce of Farmland Preservation hosted a technical meeting on August 5, 2009.  The 

meeting provided a public forum for local sponsors and other interested parties to suggest 

improvements to the AEPP process.  Participants had the opportunity to speak directly to 

the offi ce’s new executive director offering opinions, comments, and suggestions to assist in 

the review of the 2009 AEPP application and funding round.  Detailed notes were taken and 

distributed to the Farmland Preservation Advisory Board members for further review.

Farmland Advisory Board

Among other agenda items, the board discussed the results of the recent 2009 Technical 

Meeting, the upcoming 2010 AEPP application, and the Farmland Preservation Summit. 

Funding for the 2010 AEPP will follow the districts delineated by the County Commissioners’ 

Association of Ohio, which was also used for the 2009 funding round distribution. 
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Ohio Farmland Preservation 
Advisory Board Members

Kristen A. Jensen, Chair (Non-voting)
Executive Director, Offi ce of Farmland Preservation

Ohio Department of Agriculture
Term: Ongoing

Jill Clark, Vice Chair
Representing: The Ohio State University
Center for Farmland Policy Innovation
Term: 1/01/08 – 12/31/10

John Detrick
Representing: County Commissioners
Clark County Board of Commissioners
Term: 1/01/08 – 12/31/10

Joe Logan
Representing: Environmental Interests
Ohio Environmental Council
Term: 1/01/10 – 12/31/12

Lucille L. Hastings
Representing: Northeast Ohio Farmers
Term: 1/01/09 – 12/31/11

Thomas Mazur
Representing: Planning Interests 
Lima-Allen County Regional Planning
     Commission
Term: 1/01/10 – 12/31/12

Glenn Myers
Representing: Township Trustees
Perry Township, Richland County
Term: 1/01/09 – 12/31/11

Jay Rausch
Representing: Soil & Water Conservation Interests
Union Soil and Water Conservation District
Term: 1/01/08 – 12/31/10

Roger Rhonemus
Representing: Southwest Ohio Farmers
Term: 1/01/09 – 12/31/11

Dean LaRue
Representing: Southeast Ohio Farmers
Term: *5/29/08 – 12/31/10

Brian Schlatter
Representing: Northwest Ohio Farmers
Term: 1/01/10 – 12/31/12

Kurt Updegraff
Representing: Development Interests
Chesire Properties, Inc.
Term: *1/1/10-12/31/12

Brian Williams
Representing: Non-Profi t Organizations
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
Term: 1/01/08 – 12/31/10

*Member is serving an unexpired term


