
 

DEFINITION 
 

APrivate Applicator@ means an individual who is 
certified under Section 921.11 of the Revised Code and 
who uses or directly supervises the use of any restricted 
use pesticide for purpose of producing any agricultural 
commodity on property owned or rented by him or his 
employer or, if applied without compensation other than 
trading of personal services between producers or 
agricultural commodities, on the property of another 
person. 
 

CERTIFICATION CATEGORIES  
 
(1)AGrain and cereal crops@ means the cereal crops as 
grown for dry grain including corn, grain sorghums, 
other small grains and soybeans. 
(2)AForage crops@ means crops grown primarily for use 
as hay, forage, fodder, or ensilage, and includes but is 
not limited to such crops as corn and legumes. 
(3)AField vegetables and specialty crops@ means: 

(a) Field grown vegetables, sugar beets, sweet corn 
and other horticultural crops grown primarily for 
human consumption. 

(b) Tobacco. 
(4)AFruit crops@ means the common orchard fruit crops, 
and small fruits including but not limited to strawberries, 
brambles and grapes. 
(5)AOrnamentals and turf crops@ means commercial 
nursery crops including but not limited to trees, shrubs, 
grasses and herbaceous plants produced for replanting 
for their ornamental value or for future fruit production. 
(6)AGreenhouse crops@ means crops grown under glass 
or plastic cover either for food production or for 
ornamental value. 
(7)AForest crops@ means tree crops as produced for use 

as Christmas trees, or for their utilitarian value, s timber, 
pulp wood, poles, etc.estock and livestock buildings@ 
means domestic and other animals, including poultry, 
and their quarters, but it does not include pets or pet 
quarters housed in human habitations. 
(9)ANon-crop land@ means lands unsuitable and/or 
unused as pasture or for production of food, fibre, or 
timber. 
(10) AStored grain@ means seeds, cereal grains or 
soybeans stored and intended for use as human food or 
animal feed. 
(11) AAquatic@ means lakes, ponds, and marshes from 
which it may be desirable to remove or reduce 
undesirable vegetation or animal life. 
(12) ASeed treatment@ means the application of one or 
more pesticides to seeds for control of organisms 
detrimental to germinating seeds or emerging seedlings. 
(13) AWood preservation@ means the application of 
pesticides to wood products such as crossties, poles, 
posts, or other wood products that are not part of a 
structure when treated and are or will be exposed to 
insects, fungi, or weather. 
(14) ALivestock protection collar@ means the use on  
livestock of a collar containing a pesticide for the 
control of predators. 
 
 
 

DIRECT SUPERVISION 
 
 

Unless otherwise prescribed by its labeling, a 
restricted use pesticide is considered to be applied 
under the supervision of a private applicator, if it is 
applied by an employee or immediate family member of 
that private applicator acting under the instructions and 
control of the private applicator who is responsible for 
the actions of that employee or immediate family member 
and who is available when needed, even though the 
private applicator is not physically present at the time 
and place the restricted use pesticide handling activities 

are occurring.  Restricted use pesticide handling 
activities include equipment calibration, mixing, loading, 
application, operator safety, and disposal. 
 
 
 
 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Χ Exams are multiple choice or true/false. Exams are not 
open book. Obtain study material from your local 
Ohio State University Extension Office. Test results 
will be received within 2-3 weeks after the exam date. 
 If you fail an exam you must wait at least 5 days 
before re-testing. 

Χ If you have passed the General-Core and at least one 
other category, submit the $30.00 non-refundable 
fee, and the top half of exam result letter to the 
address listed on exam results. 

Χ Make check payable to AOhio Dept. Of 
Agriculture.@ You will then receive a certification 
card that will be valid for 3 years.     

Χ Prior to the expiration date shown on your 
certification card you will need to attend 
recertification classes conducted by Ohio State 
University Extension Agents.  Pesticide Regulation 
will mail a renewal application approximately 3 
months before the certification expiration date 
updating you on your recertification status. You may 
also receive a list of recertification training sessions 
that are being held in your county where you may 
obtain the training.  Contact your local county 
extension office for further training information or 
the following web site: http://pested.osu.edu 

 
 



RECORD KEEPING 
REQUIREMENTS 

 

Private Applicators who apply restricted use pesticides 
will be required to keep records of those pesticide 
applications. (Rule 910:5-11-07) The requirements are 
intended to be similar to other pesticide records required 
by the 1990 Farm Bill.  No specific form is required, 
which permits the pesticide user to record and maintain 
this information in a notebook, computer database, or 
other information storage system. 
 
(B) Records of all applications of restricted use 
pesticides made by private applicators or under their 
supervision shall be held for a period of three years from 
date of application, and be made available to the director 
of Agriculture or his agent upon request.  In the case of 
a crop site being leased or rented by a private applicator, 
the private applicator shall make the pesticide 
application record available within 30 days of the 
request by the owner of the land or his agent.  The 
following information shall be recorded on the day of 
application. 
 
(1) Certified applicator (name, address, certification 
number); 
(2) The brand or product name, formulation, and EPA 
registration number of the restricted use pesticide 
applied; 
 
(3) The total amount and the rate of application of the 
restricted use pesticide applied; 
 
(4) Location and/or field number for area treated and 
total area or acreage treated; 
 
(5) Crop treated; 
 
 
 
 

Continued  
(6) Target pest; 
 
(7) Month, date and year of application 
 
(8) Type of application equipment; 
 
(9) Method of application (preemerge, postemergence, 

planter, foliar, etc.); 
 
(10) Weather conditions including air temperature,  

wind speed and direction when pesticides are 
applied outside of structure. 
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OHIO DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE 
 
8995 East Main Street 
Bromfield Building 
Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068-3399 
(614)728-6987 or  800-282-1955 
Fax (614)728-4235 
E-Mail – pesticides@mail.agri.state.oh.us 
ODA - www.ohioagriculture.gov 
OSU – http://pested.osu.edu 
 




