
FOOD CONTACT SURFACE TESTING FLOW CHART 
For 

PLANTS UNDER ALTERNATIVES II OR III 

Food Contact Surface 
Sponge Sample 

Sample is negative 
normal production 

continues 

Contact surface test result is 
positive for an indicator 

organism 
(INITIAL POSITIVE) 

Normal 
food contact surface 

sponge 
sampling 
frequency 

will continue 

Evaluation of present 
operational 

SSOP/PREREQUISITE 
PROGRAM. 

Implement identified 
corrective actions. 

Complete 
Verification to assure effectiveness 

of corrective actions   by 
Targeted test of Specific Site 

for indicator organism. 
Use same criteria as initial test at a 

minimum Documented 
test results show 

corrective 
actions 

were 
adequate. 

Second positive test result (LM or 
indicator organism) requires 

HOLDING of any lot that may have 
become contaminated by contact 
with a food contact surface in the 

process. 

The corrective actions 
must be further modified to make 

process compliant, 
(PRODUCT ON HOLD) Sample and test product lots 

for LM or indicator organism 
by a method and frequency 
that will assure statistical 
confidence that each lot in 
question is not adulterated 

with LM  in order to be 
released into commerce. 

Document the results of 
the testing. 

Rework any held product by 
a process that is destructive 
to LM or the like organism. 

*** Proceed to the*** Intensified Sampling 
Section of the 

ODA VERIFICATION TESTING 
PROGRAM FLOW CHART 

(ODA Action) 

NR issued for the 
correct PBIS code 
(ODA Action) 

NR issued for the 
correct PBIS code 
(ODA Action)


