LAWS OF OHIO PERTAINING TO
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES

Section 121.02 (Department of Agriculture and Director of Agriculture)

The following administrative departments and their respective directors are hereby created:*

(E) The department of agriculture, which shall be administered by the director of agriculture;

The director of each department all exercise the powers and perform the duties vested by law in such
department.

Section 755.35 (Joint Use of Fairgrounds)

Any real estate controlled and managed by any agricultural society organized under the laws of this
state, whether owned by it or by any county, or owned jointly by it and any county, and which is situated
with, adjacent to, or near any municipal corporation and used as a site for fairs, may be jointly used as
such for fairs and as a public park of such municipal corporation, although the title thereto remains in
such agricultural society or county, or in both.

Section 755.36 (Agreement for Joint Use)

The duration of the joint use of any fairgrounds as provided by section 755.35 of the Revised Code and
all the terms for such use shall be such as are agreed upon between the municipal corporation and the
agricultural society, or if the county has any interest in such real estate then such agreement shall be
made between the municipal corporation and the agricultural society and the county acting through its
board of county commissioners.

Section 755.37 (Powers of Municipalities)

A municipal corporation jointly using a fairgrounds as provided in section 755.35 of the Revised Code
shall have the same authority to improve, equip, and maintain such fairgrounds as a public park and to
do all things necessary for its use and enjoyment as such public park which such municipal corporation
has as to parks owned by it in fee.

! Paragraphs not directly relevant from Ohio Revised Code Section 121.02 are omitted.
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Section 901.06 (Annual Meeting with Agricultural Societies)

(A) Prior to the first day of December of each year, the director of agriculture shall set a date in
January of the following year, on which the director shall meet with the presidents or other
authorized delegates of agricultural societies which conduct fairs in compliance with sections
1711.01 to 1711.35, inclusive, of the Revised Code, and regulations of the department of agriculture.
At such meeting the director shall consult with such presidents and delegates about the wants,
prospects, and conditions of agricultural societies throughout the state.

(B) Each society shall deliver its annual report to the director at or before each meeting required by
division [A] of this section.

(C) The Director shall:

(1) Notify the president and the secretary of each society of the date of such meeting not less
than thirty days prior to the meeting;
(2) Adopt regulations which provide:

(@ A uniform method for the election of the directors and officers of all agricultural
societies which receive any support out of the state or county treasuries, except the
date for holding such election;

(b)  General rules under which such societies shall be conducted.

Section 901.07 (Representation of County with No Society)

In a county having no agricultural society organized and conducted as described in section 901.06 of the
Revised Code, a majority of the presidents of the farmers' institutes of the county holding meetings
under the auspices of the trustees of the Ohio State University may choose a representative to the annual
meeting provided for in such section, who upon a proper certificate of his appointment, shall be entitled
to all the privileges conferred on representatives from agricultural societies.

Section 901.70 (Livestock Definitions)

As used in sections 901.70 to 901.76 of the Revised Code:

(A) "Exhibition" means any of the following:

(1) A show or sale of livestock at a fair or elsewhere that is sponsored by or under the control of
a county or independent agricultural society organized under section 1711.01 or 1711.02 of
the Revised Code;

(2) A show or sale of livestock at the Ohio state fair;

(3) A livestock show at a fair or elsewhere or a livestock sale at or associated with a fair or
livestock show that is assembled for any length of time;

(4) A livestock show at a fair or elsewhere or a livestock sale at or associated with a fair or
livestock show that includes livestock with origins outside Ohio;

(5) Anyshow or sale of livestock at a fair or elsewhere that is specified by rule of the director of
agriculture adopted under section 901.72 of the Revised Code.

(B) "Livestock" means any animal generally used for food or in the production of food, including
cattle, sheep, goats, rabbits, poultry, swine, and any other animal included by the director by rules
adopted under section 901.72 of the Revised Code.

(C) "Sponsor" means any of the following:
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(1) A county or independent agricultural society organized under section 1711.01 or 1711.02 of
the Revised Code;

(2) The Ohio state fair;

(3)  Any other public or private entity sponsoring an exhibition.

Section 901.71 (Livestock Advisory Committee)

(A) There is hereby created the advisory committee on livestock exhibitions consisting of not more
than twenty members, as follows:

(1) The director of agriculture, or the director's designee, who may be the chief of the division
of fairs;

(2) The state veterinarian, or the state veterinarian's designee;

(3) A representative of the Ohio cattlemen’s association, the Ohio purebred dairy cattle
association, the Ohio pork producers council, the Ohio poultry association, the Ohio sheep
improvement association, the Ohio fair managers association, the Ohio farm bureau
federation, the Ohio farmers union, the Ohio department of education's agricultural
education service, the Ohio state university extension, the National farmers organization,
and the Ohio state grange, or their designees. Each of these members shall be chosen by the
organization the member represents.

(4)  The chairperson of the Ohio expositions commission, or the chairperson's designee;

(5) Three persons who shall be appointed by the director, each of whom shall serve as a member
of a board of directors of a county or independent agricultural society organized under
section 1711.01 or 1711.02 of the Revised Code. Of the initial appointments made by the
director, one shall be for a term ending on December 31, 1996; one shall be for a term
ending on December 31, 1997; and one shall be for a term ending on December 31, 1998.

(6) Not more than three additional members appointed at the option of the director. If the
director appoints one or more additional members, the first additional appointment shall be
for a term ending on December 31, 1996; the second additional appointment shall be for a
term ending on December 31, 1997; and the third additional appointment shall be for a term
ending on December 31, 1998.

Following the completion of the initial terms of the appointments made by the director, each term of
office shall be three years, commencing on the first day of January and ending on the thirty-first day of
December. A member appointed by the director shall hold office from the date of the member's
appointment until the end of the term for which the member was appointed. Vacancies shall be filled in
the same manner as the original appointment. Any member appointed to fill a vacancy occurring prior
to the expiration of the term for which the member's predecessor was appointed shall hold office for the
remainder of the unexpired term. Any member shall continue in office subsequent to the expiration date
of the member's term until the member's successor takes office or until a period of ninety days has
elapsed, whichever occurs first.

Members may be removed from the committee only for misfeasance, malfeasance, or nonfeasance. A

vacancy on the committee shall not impair the right of the other members to exercise all of the functions

of the committee. A simple majority constitutes a quorum for the conduct of business of the committee.

On request, each member shall be reimbursed for the actual and necessary expenses incurred in the

discharge of the member's duties as a committee member.

(B) The committee shall be considered a part of the department of agriculture for the administrative
purposes required by this section, including the payment of expenses authorized to each member
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(©)

(D)

of the committee under this section. The director or the director's designee shall serve as
chairperson of the committee. The director shall designate an employee or official of the
department to act as the secretary of the committee. The secretary shall keep the minutes of the
committee's meetings and a permanent journal of all meetings, proceedings, findings,
determinations, and recommendations of the committee, including an itemized statement of the
expenses allowed to each member of the committee under this section. The committee may
request from the director, and the director shall provide, meeting space, assistance, services, and
information to enable the committee to carry out its duties.

The committee shall meet at least once annually after the fifteenth day of October and before the
first day of December. The committee may meet at other times as the chairperson or a majority of
the committee members considers appropriate, provided the chairperson gives members written
notice of any meeting at least seven days prior to the meeting.

The committee may propose rules and may advise and counsel the director on all matters relating
to the administration of exhibitions and any other matters that the committee and the director
consider appropriate in carrying out sections 901.71 to 901.76 of the Revised Code.

Section 901.72 (Adopting Livestock and Food Safety Rules)

(A)

(B)

(©)

(D)

The director of agriculture, in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, may adopt rules
for the governance and administration of exhibitions, and to provide for related food safety and the
health, safety, and welfare of livestock, and may adopt by reference rules adopted by other public
or private agencies such as the Ohio farm animal care commission. Rules of the director may
specify those grooming, commercial, or medical practices that are generally accepted within the
community of persons exhibiting livestock and may specify false, deceptive, misleading,
unethical, or unprofessional practices that constitute grounds for disciplinary action under section
901.74 of the Revised Code.
Rules of the director that apply to exhibition-related food safety and the health, safety, and welfare
of livestock shall apply to every exhibition operated within this state and to every sponsor. A
sponsor may exempt itself from any other rules adopted by the director under this section that do
not apply to food safety or the health, safety, or welfare of livestock, including, without limitation,
rules for the governance and administration of exhibitions, by, not later than thirty days before the
commencement of its exhibition, filing with the director, on a form prescribed and provided by the
director, a list of the rules that shall not apply to its exhibition.

The director may provide mediation, dispute resolution, and arbitration services in any dispute

involving an alleged violation of a rule adopted under division [A] of this section from which the

sponsor could have exempted itself under division [B] of this section, but chose not to.

Nothing in this section or in sections 901.73 or 901.74 of the Revised Code precludes any sponsor

from doing any of the following:

(1) Adopting rules or written policies for the governance and administration of its own
exhibition, including, without limitation the adoption of any rule by reference to a rule
adopted by other public or private agencies;

(2) Adopting rules or written policies providing for appeals regarding alleged violations of rules
or written policies adopted by the sponsor;

(3) Taking any disciplinary action established in the rules or written policies adopted by the
sponsor in connection with violations of the sponsor's rules or written policies for the
governance and administration of its exhibition. Any such disciplinary action taken by a
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(4)

sponsor in regard to its own exhibition is in addition to any disciplinary action taken by the
director under section 901.74 of the Revised Code.

Establishing by rule or written policy criteria and procedures for the reinstatement of any
person disqualified from participation in the sponsor's exhibition by a disciplinary action
taken by the sponsor and for deciding requests for reinstatements submitted under those
rules.

Section 901.73 (Inspection and Investigation of Livestock)

A @

)
(3)

The director of agriculture may inspect and investigate any matter involving livestock that is
not present at an exhibition, but is registered or entered in an exhibition, or raised with the
apparent intent of being so registered or entered, when the director reasonably suspects any
of the following:
(@ There has been a violation of section 901.76 or 2925.04 of the Revised Code or a rule
adopted under section 901.72 of the Revised Code;
(b) The livestock's health, safety, or welfare may be threatened;
(c) The livestock constitutes a threat to or may adversely affect food safety.
The director may conduct random inspections and investigations regarding any matter
involving livestock present at an exhibition.
With the consent of the property owner and the livestock owner, the director or the director's
designee may enter at all reasonable times any premises, facility, pen, yard, vehicle, or
means of conveyance for the purpose of sampling and testing livestock registered or entered
in an exhibition or raised with the apparent intent of being so registered or entered. If the
director or his designee is denied access to any premises, facility, pen, yard, vehicle, or
means of conveyance by the property owner or to livestock by the livestock owner, and if
the director reasonably suspects that food safety or the health, safety, or welfare of livestock
is threatened, the director may apply to a court of competent jurisdiction in the county where
the premises, facility, pen, yard, vehicle, means of conveyance, or livestock are located for a
search warrant authorizing access to the premises, facility, pen, yard, vehicle, means of
conveyance, or livestock for the purposes of this section. The court shall issue the search
warrant for the purposes requested if there is probable cause to believe that livestock is
involved that is registered or entered in an exhibition or raised with the apparent intent of
being so registered or entered, and that food safety or the health, safety, or welfare of
livestock is threatened. The finding of probable cause may be based on hearsay, provided
there is a substantial basis for believing that the source of the hearsay is credible and that
there is a factual basis for the information furnished.

The director may designate employees of the department of agriculture, employees of the United States

department of agriculture, licensed veterinarians, or employees or students of an approved or accredited

veterinary school or college to perform the inspecting, sampling, and testing. The director may contract
with laboratories, universities, or other persons or institutions, both public and private, to perform the
livestock testing.

(B) While the director or the director's designee is sampling or testing the livestock, the owner or
custodian of the livestock shall render assistance in accordance with sections 941.05 and 941.08 of
the Revised Code. Any person who refuses to cooperate with the director or the director’s
designee in the inspection, sampling, and testing of livestock may be prohibited by the director
acting under section 901.74 of the Revised Code from participating in any exhibition.
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(C) A person may register, enter, or exhibit at an exhibition only livestock owned by that person for
the length of time specified by rule of the director or sponsor, unless one of the following applies:

1)
()
(3)

The livestock owner suffers from a recognized physical handicap that prevents the owner
from showing the livestock;

The sponsor provides written permission to someone other than the livestock owner to
register, enter, or exhibit the livestock;

A rule of the director provides that this division shall not apply to an exhibition.

Section 901.74 (Disciplinary Actions for Livestock Exhibitors)

(A) Any person involved in any activity in connection with exhibiting livestock at an exhibition or
with raising livestock with the apparent intent that the livestock eventually is to be entered in an
exhibition is subject to disciplinary action by the department of agriculture for any of the
following reasons:

(B)

(©)

(1)

)

(3)

(4)

The person has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of section 901.76 or
2925.04 of the Revised Code, or has been found by the director of agriculture to have
tampered with or sabotaged an animal;

The director reasonably suspects that the person's conduct in regard to raising or exhibiting
the livestock threatens, endangers, or adversely affects food safety or the health, safety, or
welfare of livestock;

The person has refused to cooperate with the director or the director's designee in the
inspection, sampling, and testing of livestock under section 901.73 of the Revised Code,
unless the person withheld consent to the inspection, sampling, and testing and no search
warrant was issued,;

The person has violated a rule adopted by the director under section 901.72 of the Revised
Code from which the sponsor of the exhibition at which the violation occurred could have
exempted itself under that section, but chose not to.

If one or more of the grounds for disciplinary action listed in division [A] [1], [2], or [3] of this
section exist, the director, upon the director's own initiative, may conduct an adjudication in
accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code and may take any disciplinary action
established by the director by rules adopted in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code.
If one or more of the grounds for disciplinary action listed in division [A] of this section exist, the
director, upon the request of a sponsor, may conduct an adjudication in accordance with Chapter
119. of the Revised Code. Disciplinary action imposed under this section by the director may
include disqualifying the person, the person's family, members of the person's household, or any
other person associated with the activity resulting in the disciplinary action from participating in
any class or with any species of livestock in any current or future exhibition.

The director, in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, may adopt rules establishing
the criteria and procedures for the reinstatement of any person disqualified from participation in an
exhibition as a result of disciplinary action taken by the director under this section. Any person
disqualified by disciplinary action of the director may file a written request with the director to
seek Reinstatement after the period of disqualification ends or at any other time established by
rule. Upon the written request of the person seeking the reinstatement, the director shall conduct
an adjudication in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code.



Section 901.75 (Exhibiting Qualified Livestock)

No person shall exhibit livestock owned or raised by another person if the person owning or raising the
livestock has been disqualified by the director of agriculture under section 901.74 of the Revised Code
or has been disqualified from exhibiting livestock by any court having jurisdiction.

Section 901.76 (Livestock Tampering)

(A)
(B)
(©)

(D)

(E)

No person shall tamper with any livestock.

No person shall sabotage any livestock exhibited at an exhibition.

In addition to the penalties established in section 901.99 of the Revised Code, whoever violates

division [A] or [B] of this section is subject to disciplinary action by the director of agriculture

under section 901.74 of the Revised Code.

This section does not apply to either of the following:

(1) Any action taken or activity performed or administered by a licensed veterinarian or in
accordance with instructions of a licensed veterinarian if the action or activity was
undertaken for accepted medical purposes during the course of a valid veterinarian-client-
patient relationship;

(2)  Accepted grooming, commercial or medical practices as defined by rule of the director
adopted under section 901.72 of the Revised Code.

As used in this section:

(1) "Tamper" means any of the following:

(@)

(b)

(©)

Treatment of livestock in such a manner that food derived from the livestock would be
considered adulterated as defined in division [A], [B], [C], [D], [E]. [H], [I], or [J] of
section 3715.59 of the Revised Code;
The injection, use, or administration of any drug that is prohibited under any federal
law or law of this state, or any drug that is used in any manner that is not authorized
under any federal law or law of this state. Whenever the commissioner of the United
States food and drug administration or the secretary of the United States department of
agriculture, pursuant to the "Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act," 52 Stat. 1040
[1938], 21 U.S.C.A. 301, as amended, or the federal "Virus-Serum-Toxin Act," 37
Stat. 832 [1913], 21 U.S.C.A. 151, as amended, approves, disapproves, or modifies
the conditions of the approved use of a drug, the approval, disapproval, or
modification automatically is effective for the purposes of division [E][1][b] of this
section, unless the director, in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code,
adopts a rule to alter for the purposes of that division the action taken by the
commissioner or secretary. The director may adopt such a rule if the director
considers it to be necessary or appropriate for the protection of food safety or the
health, safety, or welfare of livestock or to prevent the use of a drug for the purpose of
concealing, enhancing, transforming, or changing the true conformation,
configuration, or condition of livestock. No such rule shall authorize the use of any
drug the use of which is prohibited by, or authorize the use of any drug in a manner
not authorized by, the commissioner or secretary under either of those acts.
The injection, or other internal or external administration of any product or material,
whether gas, solid, or liquid, to livestock for the purpose of concealing, enhancing,
transforming, or changing the true conformation, configuration, condition, or age of
the livestock or making the livestock appear more sound than it actually is;
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(d) The use or administration, for cosmetic purposes, of steroids, growth stimulants, or
internal artificial filling, including paraffin, silicone injection, or any other substance;

(e) The use or administration of any drug or feed additive affecting the central nervous
system of the livestock;

() The use or administration of diuretics for cosmetic purposes;

() The surgical manipulation or removal of tissue so as to change, transform, or enhance
the true conformation or configuration of the livestock;

(2) "Sabotage™" means intentionally tampering with any livestock belonging to or owned by
another person that has been registered, entered in, or exhibited in any exhibition, or raised
with the apparent intent of being entered in an exhibition.

Section 901.99 (Livestock Tampering Penalties)

(A) Whoever violates section 901.51 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth
degree.

(B) Whoever violates section 901.75 or division [C] of section 901.73 of the Revised Code is guilty of
a misdemeanor of the first degree.

(C) Whoever violates division [A] of section 901.76 of the Revised Code is guilty of a felony of the
fourth degree on a first offense. On each subsequent offense, the offender is guilty of a felony of
the third degree.

(D) Whoever violates division [B] of section 901.76 of the Revised Code is guilty of a felony of the
third degree.

Section 1711.0l (Organization of a County Agricultural Society)

When thirty or more persons who are residents of the same county organize themselves into a county
agricultural society which adopts a constitution and bylaws, selects officers, and otherwise conducts its
affairs in conformity to law, and to the rules of the department of agriculture, and when such society has
held an annual exhibition in accordance with sections 1711.04 and 1711.05 of the Revised Code and made
proper report to the department, then, upon presentation to the county auditor of a certificate from the
director of agriculture that the laws of the state and the rules of the department have been compiled with,
the auditor of each county in which such a society is organized shall annually draw an order on the
county treasurer of such county in favor of the president of such society for the sum of eight hundred
dollars, and the treasurer shall pay it. The total amount of such order shall not exceed the amount paid
in regular class premiums.

Section 1711.02 (Organization of Independent Agricultural Society)

When thirty or more persons of the same county, or of not more than three contiguous counties, have
been organized into an independent agricultural society which has held an annual exhibit in each of three
years previous to January I, 1919, in a county in which is located a county agricultural society, and when
such independent society has held an annual exhibition in accordance with sections 1711.04 and 1711.05 of
the Revised Code and made proper report to the department of agriculture, when, upon the presentation
to the county auditor of a certificate from the director of agriculture that the laws of this state and the
rules of the department have been complied with:
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(A) If the members of such independent society are all residents of the same county, the auditor of
such county shall draw an order on the county treasurer of such county in favor of the president of
the independent society for a sum equal to the amount paid in regular class premiums not
exceeding eight hundred dollars, and such treasurer shall pay said order;

(B) If the members of such independent society are not all residents of the same county, the auditor of
each county in which one or more of such members reside shall draw an order on each of the
respective county treasurers for a share of the sum of eight hundred dollars, calculated in
proportion to the populations of the respective counties, according to the last federal census
before such order, but not exceeding the amount paid in regular class premiums, and such
treasurers shall pay such orders from the respective county funds.

Section 1711.03 (Junior Club Work)

Upon presentation of a certificate from the board of county commissioners of any county, certifying that
any county or independent agricultural society that is then receiving state or county aid has expended a
definite sum of money, not less than one hundred dollars, in the furtherance and carrying on of junior
club work in the county, the county auditor of such county annually shall draw an order on the county
treasurer of such county in favor of said society for an amount equal to the amount so expended in junior
club work, if said amount does not exceed five hundred dollars; and in case such amount exceed five
hundred dollars, then such order shall be for five hundred dollars. Said treasurer shall pay said order
upon presentation thereof.

In any county in which there is no agricultural society, either county or independent, that is then
receiving state or county aid, the board of county commissioners of said county may appropriate
annually to any such society, either county or independent, located in an adjoining county, a sum not
greater than five hundred dollars for the purpose of encouraging junior club work in the county having
no such society. Upon certification by the board of county commissioners of the county having no such
society to the auditor of the county having no such society that such an appropriation has been made to
an agricultural society in an adjoining county, said auditor shall draw an order on the treasurer of the
county having no such society in favor of such society in the adjoining county and said treasurer shall
pay said order upon presentation thereof.

Section 1711.04 (Premiums)

Every society formed under sections I1711.01 and 1711.02 of the Revised Code shall annually offer and
award premiums for the improvement of grains, fruit, vegetables, livestock, articles of domestic
industry, public school displays, and such other articles, productions and improvements as it deems
proper, and may perform any acts best calculated to promote the agricultural interests and household
manufacturing interests of the counties concerned and of the state. It shall regulate the amount of
premiums, and their different grades, so that all may have an opportunity to compete for them.

Persons offering to compete for premiums on improved methods of production of crops or other articles
shall, before such a premium is adjudged, deliver to the awarding committee, if required to do so by
such committee, a full and correct statement of the process, expense, and value of the method of
production, with a view to showing accurately the profits derived or expected to be derived there from.
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Section 1711.05 (Publication of Treasurer's Account and Synopsis of Awards)

Every county agricultural society annually shall publish an abstract of its treasurer's account in a
newspaper of the county and make a report of its proceedings during the year. It shall also make, in
accordance with the rules of the department of agriculture, a synopsis of its awards for improvement in
agriculture and in household manufacturers and forward such synopsis to the director of agriculture at or
before the annual meeting of the directors of the society with the director of agriculture, as provided for
in section 901.06 of the Revised Code. No payment after such date shall be made from the county
treasurer to such society unless a certificate from the director is presented to the county auditor showing
that such reports have been made.

Section 1711.06 (Membership in County Society)

Members of a county agricultural society must be residents of the county in which it is organized. The
annual membership fee shall be fixed by each society or its board of directors and paid to its secretary or
treasurer as its bylaws direct. A printed certificate of membership shall be issued to each member who
pays the required fee, and such certificate shall be issued from a book in which duplicate stubs of the
same are properly filled out and preserved. All such certificates shall be numbered consecutively.

No person shall pay for or secure more than one such membership, and that membership shall be for
himself. A list of the members of each society shall be kept in the office of the secretary of the society
and shall be open to public inspection at all times so as to afford convenient information to any resident
of the county.

Section I1711.07 (Board of Directors and Annual Election of County Society)

The board of directors of a county or independent agricultural society shall consist of at least eight
members. An employee of the Ohio State University extension service and the county school
superintendent shall be members ex officio. Their terms of office shall be determined by the rules of the
department of agriculture. Any vacancy of the board caused by death, resignation, refusal to qualify,
removal from county, or other cause may be filled by the board until the society's next annual election,
when a director shall be elected for the unexpired term. There shall be an annual election of directors by
ballot at a time and a place fixed by the board, but this election shall not be held later than the first
Saturday in December 1994, and not later than the fifteenth day of November each year thereafter,
beginning in 1995. The secretary of the society shall give notice of such election, for three weeks prior
to the holding thereof, in a least two newspapers of opposite politics and of general circulation in the
county, or by letter mailed to each member of the society. Only persons holding membership
certificates at the close of the annual county fair, or at least fifteen calendar days before the date of the
election, as may be fixed by the board, may vote, unless such election is held on the fairground during
the fair, in which case all persons holding membership certificates on the date and hour of the election
may vote. When the election is to be held during the fair, notice of such election must be prominently
mentioned in the premium list, in addition to the notice required in newspapers. The term of office of
the retiring directors shall expire, and those of the directors-elect shall begin, not later than the first
Saturday in January 1995, and not later than the thirtieth day of November each year thereafter,
beginning in 1995. The secretary of such society shall send the name and address of each member of its
board to the director of agriculture within ten days after the election.
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Section 1711.08 (Reorganization Meeting of Officers)

The board of directors of a county or independent agricultural society shall annually meet not later than
the first Saturday of January 1995, and beginning in 1995 not later than the thirtieth day of November,
and at such meeting shall elect a president, a vice-president, a treasurer, a secretary, and such other
officers as it may deem proper. The president, the vice-president, and the treasurer shall serve one year,
and the secretary not more than three years as the board may determine, and until their successors are
elected and qualified. The president and the vice-president shall be directors. The secretary and
treasurer may or may not be directors. Before election of officers the newly elected directors shall
qualify by taking oath or affirmation before a competent authority, and in electing officers the board
shall conform to the rules of the department of agriculture.

Section 1711.08(1) (Eligibility for Public Office)

The positions of members of the board of directors, officers, and employees of a county or independent
agricultural society are not public officers, and persons holding such positions are eligible to hold any
public office except for the office of county commissioner. A member of the county budget commission
is eligible to be a member of the board of directors of a county or independent agricultural society unless
a tax is levied in the county pursuant to section 1711.15 or 1711.17 of the Revised Code.

Section I1711.09 (Activities Forbidden to County Society)

Except as otherwise provided in this section, county agricultural societies, independent agricultural
societies, and the Ohio Expositions Commission shall not permit during any fair, or for one week before
or three days thereafter, any dealings in spirituous liquors or at any time allow or tolerate immoral
shows, lottery devices, games of chance, or gambling of any kind, including pool selling and paddle
wheels anywhere on the fairgrounds; and shall permit no person at any time to operate any side show,
amusement game, or device, or offer for sale any novelty by auction or solicitation, on such a
fairgrounds who has not first obtained from the director of agriculture such a license as is provided by
Section I711.11 of the Revised Code. This section does not prohibit the sale of lottery tickets by the state
lottery commission pursuant to Chapter 3770 of the Revised Code at the state fairground during the state
fair. In addition, a county or independent agricultural society may permit, at any time except during a
fair or for one week before or three days thereafter, a charitable organization to conduct in accordance
with Chapter 2915 of the Revised Code games of chance, schemes of chance, or bingo on the fairground
of any county. A charitable organization may lease all or part the fairground from the agricultural
society for that purpose.

Any sales of intoxicating liquor transacted on the fairgrounds shall be subject to Chapters 4301, 4303,
and 4399 of the Revised Code.

Any agricultural society that permits the sale of intoxicating liquor on its fairgrounds shall apply any
proceeds gained by such society from the permit holder and from activities coincident to the sale of
intoxicating liquor first to pay the cost of insurance on all buildings on such fairground, and then for any
other purpose authorized by law.
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NOTES:

(1) Alottery is a scheme for the award of a prize by lot or by chance. For a scheme to constitute a
lottery three elements must be present: a prize, consideration (something of value put up by a
player in order to participate in the scheme) and the element of chance. The element of chance is
present if winning of the prize must be determined not by the skill of the player of any known or
fixed rules but, by the happening of an event, either in the past or future, which is incapable of
ascertainment or accomplishment by the player at the time he enters into the scheme. [Fisher vs.
The State of Ohio [I4 Ohio App. 355]]

(2) The promotional game which requires a participant to make a purchase on the premises of a
commercial enterprise as a prerequisite to obtaining a token necessary for participation is a lottery.
[O.A.G. Opinion No. 67-064]

(3) A promotional game which requires a participant to pass through a check-out line on the premises
of a commercial enterprise to obtain a token necessary for participation, although no purchase is
required, is a lottery. [O.A.G. Opinion No. 67-064]

(4) A promotional game which requires a participant to go onto the premises of a commercial
enterprise to obtain a token necessary for participation, although no purchase is required to obtain
the token, is a scheme of chance. [O.A.G. Opinion No. 3502, Opinions of the Attorney General
for 1962, affirmed]

Section 171110 (Aid of State May Be Withheld)

If it is shown from the report of any county agricultural society, from witnesses, or otherwise that the
annual exhibition held by such society was not conducted along moral or agricultural lines or was not of
sufficient educational value to justify the expenditure of funds as provided by section 1711.0l of the
Revised Code, the certificate for financial aid may be withheld by the director of agriculture.

Section 1711.12 (Forbidden Activities)

During an Ohio state fair or county or independent agricultural society fair, no person shall cry, hawk,
sell, or expose for sale any merchandise except the official fair or race program upon any public road at
any point within one thousand feet of any entrance or exit of any fairground or, within the fairground,
engage in any solicitation more than four feet from a concession booth assigned to such person, except
vendors under contract may solicit within the immediate area of a grandstand or coliseum for the
purpose of vending food, soft drinks, and souvenirs directly related to the program attraction.

NOTE: (Use of fairgrounds) Ohio expositions commission may properly prohibit roving solicitation at
state fair even though such solicitation is for religious purposes in view of the fact that religious group
could obtain booth space for such purpose. International Soc. For Krishna Consciousness, Inc. v. Evans
(D.C. Ohio 1977) 440 F.Supp. 414. The basis for this case was Ohio Department of Agriculture
Administrative Code Rule 901:9-2-02(H).

Section I711.13 (Powers of County Society)

County agricultural societies are hereby declared bodies corporate and politic, and as such they shall be
capable of suing and being sued and of holding a fee simple any real estate purchased by them as sites
for their fairs. In addition, they may do either of the following:
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(A)

(B)

Mortgage their grounds for the purpose of renewing or extending pre-existing debts, and for
the purpose of furnishing money to purchase additional land, but if the board of county
commissioners has caused money to be paid out of the county treasury to aid in the purchase
of the ground, no mortgage shall be given without the consent of the board.

Deeds, conveyances, and agreements in writing, made to and by such societies, for the
purchase of real estate as sites for their fairs, shall vest a title in fee simple to the real estate
described in those documents, without words of inheritance.

Enter into agreements to obtain loans and credit for expenses related to the purposes of the
county agricultural society, provided that the agreements are in writing and are first
approved by the board of directors of the society. The total net indebtedness incurred by a
county agricultural society pursuant to this division shall not exceed an amount equal to
twenty-five percent of its annual revenues.

Section 1711.131 (Use of a Credit Card)

(A)

(B)

(©)

(D)

The board of directors of a county agricultural society or an independent agricultural society
may authorize by resolution an officer or employee of the agricultural society to use a credit
card held by the board to pay for expenses related to the purposes of the agricultural society.
If a board elects to authorize the use of credit card held by the board as described in this
section, the board first shall adopt a policy specifying the purposes for which the credit card
may be used.

An officer or employee of an agricultural society who makes unauthorized use of a credit
card held by the society’s board of directors is personally liable for the unauthorized use.
The prosecuting attorney of the appropriate county shall recover the amount of any
unauthorized expenses incurred by the officer or employee through the misuse of the credit
card in civil action in any court of competent jurisdiction. This section does not limit any
other liability of the officer or employee for the unauthorized use of a credit card held by the
board of directors.

An officer or employee who is authorized to use a credit card held by the board of directors
of an agricultural society and who suspects loss, theft, or possibility of unauthorized use of
the credit card immediately shall notify the board in writing of the suspected loss, theft, or
possible unauthorized use. The officer or employee may be held personally liable for not
more than fifty dollars in unauthorized debt incurred before the board receives notification.

The misuse by an officer or employee of an agricultural society of a credit card held by the
society board of directors is violation of section 2913.21 of the Revised Code.

Section I711.14 (Appropriation of Land for Agricultural Fair Purposes)

When it is necessary in the opinion of any county and agricultural society to procure or enlarge any site
for the purpose of holding an agricultural fair, proceedings to appropriate may be held as provided for in
sections 163.01 to 163.22, inclusive, of the Revised Code.
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Section I711.15 (County Aid to County Agricultural Society)

In any county in which there is a duly organized county agricultural society, the board of county
commissioners or the county society itself may purchase or lease, for a term of not less than twenty
years, real estate on which to hold fairs under the management and control of the county agricultural
society and may erect suitable buildings on the real estate and otherwise improve it.

In counties in which there is a county agricultural society which have purchased, or leased, for a term of
not less than twenty years, real estate as a site on which to hold fairs or in which the title to such site is
vested in fee in the county, the board of county commissioners may erect or repair buildings or
otherwise improve such site and pay the rental of it, or contribute to or pay any other form of
indebtedness of the society, if the director of agriculture has certified to the board that the county
agricultural society is complying with all laws and rules governing the operation of county agricultural
societies. The board may appropriate from the general fund such an amount as it deems necessary for
any of those purposes.

NOTE:

Funds appropriated by a board of county commissioners pursuant to section 1711.15 of the Ohio Revised
Code, for the payment of the indebtedness of an agricultural society cannot, by law, be expended for the
payment of the accumulated monthly salary of its secretary, which item is a current operating expense
rather than a pre-existing indebtedness. (O.A.G. Opinion No. 65-76)

Section I711.16 (Expenditure of County Aid to County Society by the Society)

When the control and management of a fairground is in a county agricultural society, and the board of
county commissioners has appropriated an amount or levied a tax for the aid of such society as provided
in section I711.15 of the Revised Code, the society, with the consent of the board, may contract for the
erection or repair of buildings or otherwise improve said site, to the extent that the payment for said
improvement is provided by said board.

When such appropriation is made by the board or when such tax is collected by the county treasurer, the
county auditor shall place the proceeds in a special fund, designated the "county agricultural society
fund," indicating the purpose for which it is available, and on application of the treasurer of the society,
said auditor shall issue his order for the amount of such appropriation or tax to said treasurer of the
society, if the society has secured the certificate required under section 1711.05 of the Revised Code, on
said treasurer's filing with said auditor a bond in double the amount collected, with good and sufficient
sureties approved by said auditor, conditioned for the satisfactory paying over and accounting of such
funds for the purposes for which they were provided. Said funds shall remain in the special fund in
which they are placed by said auditor until they are applied for by the treasurer of the society and such
bond is given, or until they are expended by the board for the purposes for which said fund was created.

If such society ceases to exist or releases said fund as not required for the purposes for which the fund
was created, the board may by resolution transfer said fund to the general fund of the county.
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Section I711.17 (County Aid to Independent Society)

(A) Inany counties in which there is a duly organized independent agricultural society, the
respective board of county commissioners may purchase or lease jointly, for a term of not
less than twenty years, real estate on which to hold fairs under the management and control
of the society, and may erect thereon suitable buildings and otherwise improve the same,
and pay the rental thereof, or contribute to or pay any other form of indebtedness of said
society if the director of agriculture has certified to the board that the independent
agricultural society is complying with all laws and rules governing the operation of county
agricultural societies. The boards may appropriate from their respective general fund such
an amount as they deem necessary for any of said purposes.

(B) An independent agricultural society may purchase or lease, for term not less than twenty
years, real estate on which to hold fairs under its management and control and may erect
suitable buildings on the real estate and otherwise improve it.

Section I711.18 (Issuance of Bonds to Pay Indebtedness of County Society)

In a county in which there is a county agricultural society indebted fifteen thousand dollars or more, and
such society has purchased a fairground, or title to such fairground is vested in the county, the board of
county commissioners, upon the presentation of a petition signed by not less than five hundred resident
electors of the county praying for submission to the electors of the county of the question whether or not
county bonds shall be issued and sold to liquidate such indebtedness, shall, by resolution within ten days
thereafter, fix a date, which shall be within thirty days, upon which the question of issuing and selling
such bonds, in the necessary amount and denomination, shall be submitted to the electors of the county.
The board shall cause a copy of such resolution to be certified to the county board of elections and such
boards of election, within ten days after such certification, shall proceed to make the necessary
arraignments for the submission of such question to such electors at the time fixed by such resolution.

Such election shall be held at the regular places of voting in the county and shall be conducted,
canvassed, and certified, except as otherwise provided by law, as are elections of county officers. The
county board of elections must give fifteen days' notice of such submission by publication in one or
more newspaper published in the county once a week for two consecutive weeks, stating the amount of
bonds to be issued, the purpose for which they are to be issued, and the time and place of holding such
election. Those who vote in favor of the proposition shall be written or printed on their ballots "for the
issue of bonds" and those who vote against it shall have written or printed on their ballots "against the
issue of bonds". If a majority of those voting upon the question of issuing the bonds vote in favor
thereof, then and only then shall they be issued and the tax provided for in section 1711.20 of the Revised
Code be levied.

Section I711.19 (Bonds)

If a majority of the voters of county voting upon the questions of issuing bonds under section 1711.18 of
the Revised Code vote in favor thereof, the board of county commissioners, for the purpose of
liquidating the county agricultural society's indebtedness, shall issue and sell bonds of the county in the
amount necessary. Such bonds shall bear not more than six percent interest, payable semiannually, and
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shall be issued for a period of not less than ten nor more than twenty years. From the proceeds arising
from the sale of such bonds, the board shall pay off the indebtedness for which such bonds were sold.

Section I711.20 (Tax Levy for Payment of Bonds)

The board of county commissioners, upon the issuance of bonds under sections 1711.18 and 1711.19 of the
Revised Code, shall levy a tax upon all the taxable property of the tax duplicate of the county for the
purpose of paying such bonds as they mature and the interest thereon, at the rate and for such length of
time as may be necessary for the purpose.

Section I711.21 (Use of Money Raised by Taxation by a County)

When money has been raised by taxation by a county for the purpose of leasing lands for county fairs,
erecting buildings for county fair purposes, or making improvements on a county fairground, or for any
purpose connected with the use of a county fairground or with the management thereof by a county
agricultural society, such money shall be issued for such purpose only, even though the law under which
the money was so raised has expired by limitation.

NOTE:

The prosecuting attorney of a county is neither authorized nor required to act as the legal adviser of the
directors of the agricultural society of such county and cannot accept employment from said directors.
(1915 O.A.G. Opinion No. 700)

Section I1711.22 (Annual Appropriation to County and Independent Societies)

When a county or a county agricultural society owns or holds under a lease real estate used as a
fairground, and such society has the control and management of such lands and buildings, the board of
county commissioners shall, on the request of such society, annually appropriate from the general fund
not more than two thousand dollars nor less than fifteen hundred dollars for the purpose of encouraging
agricultural fairs.

In any county in which there is located one or more independent agricultural societies, the board, for the
purpose of encouraging such societies, may appropriate, in addition to the sum appropriated for the
county agricultural society, a sum not greater than the amount appropriated for the county society.

In a county in which there is no county agricultural society, or in which there is no fair held by such a
society, but in which there exists an independent society that has held an annual exposition in each of
three years previous to January I, 1933, the board shall, on the request of the independent agricultural
society, annually appropriate from the general fund not more than two thousand nor less than five
hundred dollars for the purpose of encouraging such independent agricultural fairs.

No board shall appropriate money as provided by this section unless the director of agriculture has
certified to the board that the county or independent agricultural society is complying with all laws, rules
and regulations governing the operation of county or independent agricultural societies.

An appropriation so made shall be paid by the county treasurer to the treasurer of the society for whose
use it was made, upon an order from the county auditor issued therefore.
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Section I711.23 (Title to Fairgrounds Vests in County on Dissolution of Society)

When a county agricultural society ceases to exist, in a county out of whose treasury payments have
been made for real estate, or improvements thereon, for the use of such society, or for the liquidation of
indebtedness of such society, all such real estate and improvements shall vest in fee simple in the county
by which the payments were made.

Section I711.24 (Insurance on Society’s Buildings)

The board of county commissioners of a county in which there is a county agricultural society shall
insure the buildings on the grounds of such society for the benefit of such society.

Section 1711.25 (County Society May Sell, Lease, Purchase or Exchange Sites)

If a county agricultural society desires to sell its site in order to purchase another, or if for any reason
such site is unfit or insufficient for the purposes for which it is used, and if at a regular meeting of such
society's board of directors, by a vote, upon a call of the yeas and nays, of at least a majority of all the
members of such board, it adopts a resolution for the purpose of securing the benefits of this section, and
in such resolution declares that it desires to sell such site in order to buy another, or that the site has
become unfit or insufficient, and that it is for the best interests of the society and the county that such
site be sold or leased and a new one bought or leased, then the society may sell or lease such old site and
buy or lease a new one for holding county fairs; but in cases where the county paid all or any portion of
the purchase money for the site to be sold or leased, the written consent of the board of county
commissioners shall first be given to such sale or lease. Within thirty days af