
          

 

 

Local Agricultural Easement Purchase Program (LAEPP) 
Title Review Checklist 

Below is a list of documents commonly requested by the Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) for the review of title on a 
proposed agricultural easement property. While not an all-inclusive list, we strongly encourage Local Sponsors (LS) to share 
this checklist with their title agents to help communicate ODA’s requirements. 

 
Local Sponsors should refer to the Scope of Work in the ODA-Local Sponsor Cooperative Agreement for the complete 
requirements regarding title work and title agent responsibilities. 
 
*Chain of Title Definition for Source Documents 
 - All Deeds related to the Property for the last 90 years. 
 - All liens, easements, mortgages, and other encumbrances in the last 90 years (including assignments of same). 
 - All oil and gas leases associated with the Property in the last 90 years. 
 - All instruments marginally notated. 
 

**Corporate/Trust documentation is not always available through public records (or title agent). Local Sponsors should 
contact landowner directly for these documents and provide to ODA.      6/5/2015 

 Check when complete 

Document/Description 
Title Agent 
to LS 

LS to 
ODA 

1. Provision of 90 year chain of title* – provide source documents for deeds showing chain 
for 90 years. 
a. Deeds must be provided which demonstrate conveyance of each tract and/or parcel of 

land. 

  

2. If the owner of the land is a corporation, limited liability company, or partnership**: 
a. Provide Articles of Incorporation or Organization, as applicable. 
b. By-laws or Code of Regulations, as applicable. 
c. Provide Corporate Resolution or Minutes of Meeting approving sale of easement to 

ODA. 
d. Unless all members of the organization will be signing the Deed of Agricultural 

Easement, an additional Resolution is required authorizing a member to sign on 
behalf of the corporation, company, or partnership. 

N/A  

3. Provide a source document for each exception shown on the title commitment, and please 
ensure that all documents are legible. 
a. Assignments of leases should be provided. 

  

4. Ohio Department of Agriculture listed as the only insured on the title commitment (also 
applies to Closing Protection Coverage). 

  

5. If the owner of the land is a trust, provide a Memorandum of Trust in accordance with 
ORC 5301.255. 

N/A  

6. Provide a legal description in the title commitment which matches the last deed that is in 
the chain of title; if parts of the legal description have been omitted, a corrective deed or 
survey should be requested. 

  

7. Provide county auditor tax card indicating payment of taxes up to current date.   

8. If mortgages are on the property, subordination of mortgages will be requested. N/A  


