
LAEPP: 2014 Local Sponsor Scoring 
& Funding 
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Certified Local Sponsor Training -- January 8, 2014 



Application for Local Sponsor 
Certification Measured: 

 Organizational Capacity: 
 Staff 

 Budget 

 # and type of easements managed 

 Mentor or Mentoring 

 

 Community Support for farmland preservation: 
 Comprehensive plans 

 Ag Security Areas 

 Ag economic Development plan 

 Service Area Statistics:  

 No previous AEPP     Average farm size 

 County Development pressure  Average farm value/acre 
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LAEPP Application Summary 
17 applications received serving 46 counties 

2 Counties (Fairfield and Madison) 

3 Soil & Water Conservation Districts (Champaign, Lake and Licking) 

12 Non-Profits: 

Western Reserve Land Conservancy  (19 counties) 
Black Swamp Land Conservancy (4 counties) 
Appalachia Ohio Alliance (4 counties) 
Ohio Valley Conservation Coalition  (4 counties)  
Three Valley Conservation Trust  (3 counties) 
Tecumseh Land Trust (2 counties) 
Killbuck Watershed Land Trust (2 counties) 
West Central Ohio Land Conservancy (2 counties) 
Clinton County Open Lands (1 county) 
Owl Creek Conservancy/ Philander chase (1 county) 
Logan County Land Trust (1 county) 
Darke County Land Trust Alliance (1 county)  
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Local Sponsor Changes 
 

 
 

 Southern Ohio Farmland Preservation Association: 
     did not reapply/ plate full 

 
 

 Darke County Land Trust Alliance: 
 Applied several times under AEPP, and came close  
 Primary contact: Ted Finnarn, Greenville attorney 
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REGTIONAL INTEREST 
 

 

Total of 46 counties represented by local sponsors 
 
     Quad 1  Quad 2  Quad 3  Quad 4 

 

Counties            15   10      12   9 

 

Local Sponsors         3         6        7       4 
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Funding Formula Goals: 

 Recognizes & rewards experience and capacity for managing 
easements 

 Recognizes &  rewards local support for farmland preservation 

 Recognizes a minimum amount of funding is essential to operating an 
easement purchase program; provides base amount per sponsor 

 Recognizes the cost of purchasing an easement on an average farm 
is different in different counties and compensates for difference* 

 Leverages farmland preservation funding available through FRPP 

 Allows new organizations to participate 

 Distributes funds to all quadrants 

 Grows the capacity of local farmland preservation organizations 
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Funding formula used in 2013 
1. Created a base of $75K per county served 

2. Added $25K for each additional county served up to 4 counties 

3. Divided the remaining funds into three tiers: most experienced, 
middle and least experienced local sponsors 

4. Each local sponsor received a portion of the funds in their tier based 
on: 

1. their application score (their experience, mentoring & local support) 

2. the average market value of farmland in the area they serve 

3. The average farm size in the area they serve 

 

We are using the same formula for 2014 adjusted for $6 M pie. 
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   2014 Funding Formula = 2013 but BIGGER    

1. Raises the base amount per county and increases 

  by $25 K for multiple counties: 

Amount for one county based on average ODA contribution required to 
preserve one farm in one county ($91,000).  Base in 2013 was $75,000. 

  1 county= $91,000 base;  

 2 counties = $116,000 base 

      3 counties = $141,000 base;  

 4+ counties = $166,000 base 

 $91,000 for one county based on statewide average cost.          
Local sponsors receive  $25,000 for each additional county as in 2013 
pilot funding round.  

 Base Amount Total: $1.972 million 
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2014 Funding Formula (continued) 
 

2. Divides $4.028 million remaining after base is 
applied using local sponsor’s application scores,  Average 
Market Value (per acre) x Average Farm Size (per county) x 
.25 (local match required by FRPP).   

This formula recognizes organizational expertise and the 
difference in easement cost and farm size in different 
counties.  It divides applicants into three tiers of expertise:  

 $2,237,777 to top applicants;  

 $1,342,667 to middle ranking applicants and  

 $ 447,556 to less experienced local sponsors 

 Each tier received the same % of funds as in the 2013 
pilot round. 
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2014 Funding 
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2014 LAEPP Timeline 
January 3 – Localized Step 14 (in landowner app) submitted by 3 
sponsors 

January 8 – Mandatory Local Sponsor Training at ODA 

January 15 – Landowner application period begins 

January 15 (or so) – Local Sponsor/ODA Cooperative Agreements 
signed/received 

*March 15 -  60 day Local Sponsor application period ends (3) 

*April 15 – 90 day Local Sponsor application period ends (14) 

May 1 – Advisory Board meeting to approve landowners selected by 
local sponsors with 60 day application period 

June 5 – Advisory Board meeting to approve landowners selected by 
local sponsors with 90 day application period  

 *Due to 2014 application reviews, try to avoid this time  

   for 2013 document reviews and “anything Amanda”. 
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Resources to Promote and 
Complete Landowner Application 
 For Promotion:  

 Brochure 

 Sample Deeds of Agricultural Easement 

 LAEPP 2014 Guidelines and Policies 

 

 Completing the Application: 
 Application Handbook 

 Resources on OFP website, including sample attachments 

 FAQs on application website 

 Other local sponsors 

 Call the OFP 
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2014 LAEPP Guidelines and Policies 

 Lays out total funding available to landowners, eligibility 
criteria for applicant farms, funding caps, and policies for 
current application period 

 

 Largely unchanged from LAEPP 2013, however… 

 

 New opportunities for farms under 40 acres 
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2014 LAEPP Guidelines and Policies 

Farms 25-40 acres 
 
 Previously: To be eligible, needed to be adjacent to agriculture 

easement-protected property 
 
 Now: must be adjacent to agriculture easement-protected property 

or permanently protected land compatible with agriculture, 
including: 
 
 Natural resource, open space, or forested land under conservation 

easement 
 
 Wetlands, public parks/forests, airports, military bases, wildlife 

areas, natural preserves, prison farms, historic or archaeological 
sites, conservancy parks, reservoirs, well fields, battlefields, flood 
pools, publicly-owned agricultural research lands, and well heads 
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2014 LAEPP Guidelines and Policies 

Small Farm Exception 
 

 An avenue for smaller-acreage farms to request exception to apply 
for LAEPP 
 
 Must apply prior to submission of landowner application 

 
 Less than 25 acres but at least 10 acres  

 
 Shares substantial border with permanently protected land 

compatible with agriculture (see Guidelines and Policies documents 
for entire list) 
 

 See document for instructions on making your request for either a 
Large or Small Farm Exception  
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2014 LAEPP Guidelines and Policies 

Don’t forget… 

 

 Farmstead/Homestead Policy 

 Large Farm Exception (value or size) 

 Funding caps 

 Multi-County farms 
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2014 LAEPP Landowner Application 

 Very few changes from 2013 landowner application 

 

 Returning LS – use previous login information 

 

 Login information available if you no longer have it 

 

 Can create a login if new LS or SWCD 

 

 Confirmed/Not Confirmed LS 
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2014 LAEPP Landowner Application 
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You will still find the application in the 
same place as previous years 



2014 LAEPP Landowner Application 
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“Not confirmed” message will appear if brand new or using new login 
information. If you get this message, please call.  
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Means you are 
good to go.  



Quick Review and Changes:  
Landowner Application  
 Contact, ownership, and location information for landowner and applicant 

property 
 

 Eligibility questions to ensure farm meets the basic criteria (see 
Guidelines and Policies as well as OAC 901-2-02) ---***Change in policy 
 

 Use County Auditor’s Records for acres, CAUV and Market Value 
 

 Information on farm operation and picture of property ---***Change 
 

 Information on number of homesteads, liens and restrictions already on 
the applicant property 
 

 Applicant property’s proximity to other protected areas and other 
applicant farms and development pressure ---***Change in policy 
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      Proximity – Step 12 

“OLD” WAY 

Don’t even try 
to count the 
shaded part! 
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      Proximity – Step 12 

“NEW” WAY 

Go ahead, 
count the 

shaded part! 

Never mind 
you, shaded 

box! 



Quick Review and Changes:  
Landowner Application  
 Other Factors (Standard or Localized) 

 
 Local Government planning 

 
 Will work with SWCD/NRCS to describe status of Conservation Plan 

and soils of the applicant property 
 

 Receive score and estimated purchase offer with points-based 
appraisal 
 

 Signature page 
 

 Attachment Checklist – new resource (samples) available online 
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Localized Step 14 
 Local sponsor has submitted questions for Step 14 for 

review by ODA 
 

 Within application, message will say that LS chose a 
localized Step 14, and there will be a box for you to 
enter the total number of points that landowner received 
on your local questions. Amount of the landowner’s 
donation must also be entered in here for localized 
applications 
 

 Local sponsor must attach the localized Step 14 scoring 
sheet for that property with their hardcopy application if 
that farm is to be recommended for funding 
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Standard 
Application 
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Localized 
Application 



Attachments  
 Resolution  
 Farm Map 
 County Auditor Records 
 Aerial Map or Photo 
 Soils Map 
 Historical Designation 
 Corporations, Partnerships, and Trusts 
 Charitable Organizations (additional resolutions) 
 ASA enrollment 
 Current owner’s Deed 
 Picture and any other relevant information 
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Hints to a successful application 
and review process 
 Get on township and county calendars now for 

resolutions 

 Maps – Read the attachment checklist for things that 
need to be on those maps – will speed up the review 

 Enlist the help of your landowners and other local help 
for assistance in obtaining needed documents, pictures, 
and maps 

 Reminder – all “fellow applicants” submitted for 
proximity points must complete the online application 
and must be listed on Cooperative Agreement Exhibit D 
at the close of your application period/ranking.   
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2014 LAEPP Timeline (continued) 

June 9 – Director announces applications approved for funding 

 

July 29 – Notices of Selection (NOS) must be mailed to landowners 

 

August 28 – Original NOS must be returned to ODA 

 

October 27 – Local Sponsor orders title commitment and forwards all 
source documents (and title agent contact info) to ODA by this date 
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2014 LAEPP Timeline (continued) 

Additional Steps:  

-ODA issues title opinion and Closing Instructions explaining 
title issues/remedies 

-Local Sponsor completes Present Condition Report 

-Purchase Agreement and Draft Deed of Agricultural Easement 

-Local Sponsor provides Escrow Agreement to ODA 

-Local Sponsor requests ODA to initiate release of LAEPP funds 

-Local Sponsor prepares escrow package and initiates check 
request  

-Local Sponsor coordinates Closing and forwards original 
recorded documents to ODA 

-Local Sponsor annually monitors the Agricultural Easement 
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Questions?              Thank you. 
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