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INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREPARING LAEPP LOCALIZED QUESTIONS
(Local Sponsor submission of localized questions on LAEPP Process Steps)

What is a Localized Other Factors Section?

Under the Local Agricultural Easement Purchase Program (LAEPP), Local Sponsors certified to
conduct local landowner application periods have an opportunity to adapt the questions and
points ranges under the Step known as the “Other Factors” section of the landowner application.
Doing so affords Local Sponsors the ability to address community or organizational priorities
and needs.

When do | submit my localized questions to ODA?

In order to ensure compliance with the Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) and the ODA-Local
Sponsor LAEPP Cooperative Agreement, all Local Sponsors seeking to use a replacement,
localized “Other Factors” section shall submit their ranking system to ODA for approval by the
date specified in ODA’s Process Steps and Timeline for the given funding round. Once
approved, the Local Sponsor will input their alternate “Other Factors” questions into the LAEPP
landowner application site.

What questions go in to Localized Questions?

As explained in OAC 901-2-05, the farmland preservation ranking system (landowner
application) is comprised of 100 total points. The “Other Factors” section of the application
provides a Local Sponsor with a total of 29 points to allocate. To remain in compliance with the
guidelines provided in OAC 901-2-05(C)(6), the following areas must be covered in each
Localized “Other Factors” section:

Application property’s location relative to a metropolitan statistical area

Application property enrollment in the agricultural security area program

Historic or archaeological designation

Century Farm designation by ODA (in the standard landowner application, this is
combined into one question along with historic or archaeological designation)

e Application property’s percent of local match, if higher than the required twenty-five
percent (25%) minimum

The Office of Farmland Preservation has examples of Localized questions for Local Sponsors
interested in developing their own “Other Factors” sections. Some areas addressed by Localized
sections include (but are not limited to):
e Detailed use of Best Management Practices
e Stream/ditch buffers
Wildlife habitat
Additional development pressure and local planning criteria
Prior Agricultural Easement Purchase Program recipients
Clean title

-over-



If you are interested in developing a Localized “Other Factors” section for your next landowner
application period, don’t hesitate to contact the Office of Farmland Preservation at the number or
email above for technical assistance and examples of past approved Localized questions.
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Serving Farmers and Protecting Consumers Since 1846




Alternate Other Factors - Example
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Clean Ohio Agricultural Easement Purchase Program > Application Standard Other Factors

Step 14: Other Factors - scoring (Maximum Points = 29)

The highest ranking is given to those other factors that can influence local efforts to preserve farmland includina: population arowth. historic

designation, enrollment in an agricultural security area, historic designation, level of farm and county production, bargain sales of agricultural
easements, and established dedication of landowner to keeping land in agriculture.

Other factors that can influence local efforts to preserve farmland include population growth, landowners who enroll in Agricultural Security
Area (ASA), farms that have a historical designation, and bargain sales of agricultural easements.

14A: Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA)
MSA Map and MSA Listing as defined by the Federal Government. (Maximum Points = 3.0)

Points are allowed as follows:

Farm is located within the largest MSA County (0.0 points)

Farm is located in an MSA County, but not the largest MSA County (3.0 points)

Farm is not in an MSA County, but the county is adjacent to an MSA County (1.5 points)
Farm is not in an MSA County, and the county is not adjacent to an MSA County (0.0 points}

View All Counties: bt

14B: Enrollment in the Agricultural Security Area (ASA) (attachment required) (Maximum Points = 2.0)
Farm is enrolled in an ASA (2 points)

Farm is not enrolled in an ASA (0 points)

14C: Historic Designation
Is the applicant farm or any part of the farm, including the homestead or buildings, listed on the National Register as an historic or
archaeological site; documented on the Ohio Historic Inventory; or has the farm been accepted by ODA as a Century or Bicentennial
Farm since 19937 (attachment required) (Maximum Points = 5.0)

National Register of Historic Places (5 points)

ODA Century Farm or Bicentennial Farm (3 points)

Ohio Histeric Inventory or Ohio Archeology Inventory (2 points)
Not applicable (0 points)

* Note: If application farm has been Historically Designated, proof of such designation must be included in the attachments that are
being submitted with the application. Only one historic designation may be claimed for Item 14C.

14D: Higher Local Match

Does the applicant farm have higher than the required 25% Local Match? (Maximum Points = 12.0)
60% Local Match (12 points)

55% Local Match (11 points)

50% Local Match (10 points)

45% Local Match (8 points)

40% Local Match (6 points)

35% Local Match (4 points)

30% Local Match (2 points)

25% Local Match (0 points)

http://agridev/AEPP/PrintBlankApp.aspx 1/13/2014



Clean Ohio Agricultural Easement Purchase Program > Application

14E: Repeat Applications

Has the landowner submitted this farm in any previous LAEPP funding round without declining a full offer in the last funding round?
If Yes, (1 point). If No, (0 points).

Has previously applied: (1 point)

Has not applied before or has previously declined a full ODA offer(0 points)

14F: Recent Land Use Conversion (Maximum Points = 3.0)

Within the last three years, has landowner sold or conveyed in fee simple any portion of the applicant farm wherein the resulting
land use is non-agricultural?

Yes (0 points)
No (3 points)
14G: How many LAEPP/AEPP Easements (or pending easements) are located in the applicant farm’s county (or primary county listed in Step 7 for multi-
county farms).
0 farms = (3 points)
1-3 farms =(1 points)

4 or more farms = (0 points)

TOTAL POINTS FOR STEP 14:
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