
Welcome to the LAEPP 2016  
Certified Local Sponsor Training 
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December 2, 2015 



Thank You For Joining Us  

 Disclaimer about the pace of today’s presentation 

 Will recap resources at the end 
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2016 LAEPP Timeline 

2015 
December 2 – Mandatory Local Sponsor Training at ODA 
December 31 – Local Sponsors doing localized “Other Factors” questions 
submit their questions to ODA by this date* 
December 31 – Local Sponsors return executed Cooperative Agreements to 
ODA  
 

2016 
January 15 – April 15 – Landowner application electronically available to 
Local Sponsors 
April 15 – Deadline for electronic submission of landowner applications 
April 15 – May 27– ODA staff reviews submitted applications 
April 29 – Deadline for submission of hard copy landowner applications  
with attachments 
June 8 – Advisory Board meeting to recommend easements for purchase 
June 10 – ODA Director considers Board’s recommendations and decides 
easements to purchase 
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2016 LAEPP Policies and Guidelines 

Lays out total funding available to landowners, eligibility 
criteria for applicant farms, funding caps, and policies for 
current application period 
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2016 LAEPP Policies and Guidelines 
Major Components 

 Eligibility  
 Minimum 40 acres (there are exceptions) 
 Contiguous acreage rule 

 Major Policies 
 No Subdividing 
 Homesteads 
 Large and Small Farm Exceptions 
 Title Costs to Landowner 
 Funding caps 
 Multi-county farm procedure 
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2016 LAEPP Online Landowner Application 
(It’s All New) 

 Stress put on not changing content, rather the look, feel, 
and usability of application software 

 

 We will need your help to test it in a few days! Projected 
testing 12/7/15 – 1/7/16 – Email will come later this 
week 

 

 All Local Sponsors (new and experienced) and their Soil 
and Water Conservation District (SWCD)/Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) representatives 
will need to register for an individual account 
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You will still find the online application in 
the same place as previous years 

Still access through our web site… 



But it will look different from 
there on… 
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2016 LAEPP Online Landowner Application 

 
 Registering for an account (see handout) 

 

 Provide ODA with the organization information for your 
SWCD/NRCS representatives responsible for the input of 
soils and conservation plan information (see form) 

 

 New Local Sponsors – use provided blank copy of LAEPP 
2015 Landowner Application for content required in a 
Landowner Application – all the look will be different 

 

 Let’s jump in… 
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2016 LAEPP Online Landowner Application 

 

New Application internet requirements –  

 

 IE10 or above 

 Firefox 40 or above 

 Safari & Chrome will function, but we do not support. In 
other words, if there are issues – you’ll need a different 
browser.  
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Online Landowner Application - 
Components 

 Contact, ownership, and location information for landowner and applicant 
property 
 

 Eligibility questions to ensure farm meets the basic criteria (see Policies 
and Guidelines as well as OAC 901-2-02) 

 
 Use County Auditor’s Records for acres, CAUV and Market Value 

 
 Information on farmland usage 
 
 Information on number of homesteads, liens and restrictions already on 

the applicant property 
 

 Applicant property’s proximity to other protected areas and other 
applicant farms and development pressure 
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Online Landowner Application (continued) 

 Other Factors (Standard or Localized) 
 

 Local Government planning 
 

 Work with SWCD/NRCS to describe status of Conservation Plan and 
soils of the applicant property 
 

 Receive score and estimated purchase offer with points-based 
appraisal ***change – no adjusted land value (0%, 7%, 15%) 
 

 Signature page 
 

 Attachment Checklist – Tips (see packet) 
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Attachments  
 Resolution  

 Farm Map 

 County Auditor Records 

 Aerial Map or Photo 

 Soils Map 

 Historical Designation 

 Corporations, Partnerships, and Trusts 

 Charitable Organizations (additional resolutions) 

 ASA enrollment 

 Current owner’s Deed 

 Site Visit Form 

 Picture and any other relevant information 
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Site Visit Form Packets 
 Purpose: to visit with landowners prior to application, 

ensure eligibility, and to discuss the “big” issues (like 
subdividing) with landowners 
 Ensure eligibility: make sure there are no deal-breakers like 

commercial recreation or other ineligible non-agricultural 
activity 

 Can begin conversations on items that will be needed 
during application or – if selected – during easement 
process: Conservation Plan, Farm Management Plan, rental 
status, oil/gas  

 Provide landowner with copy of Policies and Guidelines – 
they will initial that they saw it and understand the policies, 
including no subdividing, homestead, and Large/Small Farm 
Exception policies 
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Localized Other Factors 

 Local sponsor shall submit questions for Local Other 
Factors for review by ODA (by December 31, 2015) 

 

 Submit a full scoring sheet for Local Questions to 
Amanda (amanda.bennett@agri.ohio.gov) 

 

 Input your local questions for approval by ODA directly 
into the online application system – Amanda to provide 
handout for that in coming days 
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mailto:amanda.bennett@agri.ohio.gov


Hints to a successful application 
and review process 

 
 Resolutions 

 Get on township and county calendars now for resolutions 

 Utilize templates online  

 Cannot have conditions attached to support from Twp/Counties 

 

 Maps – Read the attachment checklist for things that need to be on those 
maps – will speed up the review 
 

 Enlist the help of your landowners and other local help for assistance in 
obtaining needed documents, pictures, and maps 
 

 Reminder – all “fellow applicants” submitted for proximity points must 
complete the online application and must be listed on Landowner 
Funding Plan (formerly Cooperative Agreement Exhibit D) at the close of 
your application period/ranking.   
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Use the LAEPP 2016 Steps as your guide, along with “Tips for 
Completing an Agricultural Easement” 
 

Highlights –  
 What do I do after today?  
 

 Promote your upcoming LAEPP application period (Step D) 
 Review/sign the ODA-Local Sponsor Cooperative Agreement (E) 
 Prepare/submit localized questions (Other Factors) (F)  
 Register for your online account, and invite your SWCD/NRCS 

colleagues to do the same (H)  
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2016 LAEPP Process Steps  



 
 
 

 What about during the online application period? 
 Site visits to application farms 
 Submission of Large/Small Farm Exception requests (J) 
 

   And after April 15? 
 Prepare hardcopy landowner applications for those applications you expect 

to fund (and a few extras!) by April 29, 2016 (K) 
 Submit your landowner funding plan (Exhibit D to Cooperative Agreement) 

(K) to ODA 
 Plan to attend (if available) the Advisory Board meeting on June 8, where 

the Board makes recommendations on landowner funding to the Director 
(L) 

 
 OK, now what? 
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2016 LAEPP Process Steps  



 Send your Notices of Selection (NOS) by July 28, 2016 and 
return original, signed full NOS to ODA by August 26, 2016 
(N) 

 

 When a full NOS has been signed by a landowner, you can 
proceed with ordering title work and submitting that to ODA 
(O) 

 
 Title Review checklist 

 Things that may seem small but make the review go faster… 
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2016 LAEPP Process Steps (continued)  



2016 LAEPP Process Steps (continued)  

  I have submitted by title work to ODA. Now I wait? Not exactly! 

  
 Preliminary Closing Instructions (P) 

 Present Condition Report (Q) 

 Conservation Plan and Forest Management Plans (R) 

 Escrow Agreement creation and review by ODA (T) 

 

 NRCS Requirements if a federally-matched easement 
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2016 LAEPP Process Steps (continued)   

 ODA has a Draft Deed and has sent my landowner the Purchase 
Agreement (S) – what happens now? 

 
 Local Sponsor requests ODA initiate release of LAEPP Funds and Begin the 

Check Request Process (U) 
 Cooperative Agreement current (E) 

 Local Sponsor in State Accounting system 

 Controlling Board (U) process initiated 

 Complete and forward original Escrow Agreement to ODA (X) 

 Order and forward Closing Protection Coverage to ODA (Y) 

 OPTIONAL Assignment of Payment (V) completed 
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 ODA has a Draft Deed and has sent my landowner the Purchase 
Agreement (S) – what happens now? (continued) 

 
 Finish remaining items (W) 
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2016 LAEPP Process Steps (continued)  



2016 LAEPP Process Steps (continued)  
 

 Home Stretch! 

 
 LS requests ODA prepare Final Deed of Agricultural Easement and ODA’s 

final Closing Instructions (Z) 

 LS combines ODA’s Closing Instructions with their own and NRCS closing 
instructions (if applicable) (AA) 

 Schedule closing conference and fulfill ODA’s Closing Instructions (BB) 
 

 We’ve protected farmland – THANK YOU 
 Forward original recorded documents to ODA (CC) 

 Don’t forget to monitor the property annually (DD) 
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How am I going to remember all 
of this? You don’t have to!   

 

Most everything handed out today can be found on our web 
site – allow me to show you… 

www.agri.ohio.gov/farmland  

 

Clean Ohio LAEPP main page –  

 LAEPP 2016 Policies and Guidelines 

 Sample Deeds of Agricultural Easement  

 Landowner Application link 

 Landowner Application resources 

 Current Local Sponsor documents link 

 Application results by year (used during landowner 
application) 
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http://www.agri.ohio.gov/farmland
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27 

 



 
How am I going to remember all 
of this? You don’t have to!  

Current Local Sponsor Documents –  

 Instructions for Local “Other Factors” Questions 

 Landowner Application Funding Plan (Exhibit D) 

 Guidelines for preparing Notices of Selection 

 Notices of Selection templates 

 Title review checklist 

 Present Condition Report template 

 Subordination Agreement template 

 Oil and Gas Affidavit template 

 Escrow Agreement template 
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Questions?              Thank you. 
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