
Welcome to the LAEPP 2015  
Certified Local Sponsor Training 
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December 3, 2014 



2015 LAEPP Timeline 
2014 

December 3 – Mandatory Local Sponsor Training at ODA 

December 31 – Local Sponsors doing localized Step 14 questions submit their 
questions to ODA by this date 

December 31 – Local Sponsors return executed Cooperative Agreements to ODA  
 

2015 

January 15 – April 15 – Landowner application electronically available to Local 
Sponsors 

April 15 – Deadline for electronic submission of landowner applications 

April 15 – May 29– ODA staff reviews submitted applications 

April 30 – Deadline for submission of hard copy landowner applications  with 
attachments 

May 6 (tentative) – Farmland Preservation Advisory Board recommends easements 
for purchase (if needed for an ACEP-ALE timeline) 

June 3 – Advisory Board meeting to recommend easements for purchase 

June 5 – ODA Director considers Board’s recommendations and decides easements to 
purchase 
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Resources to Promote and 
Complete Landowner Application 
 For Promotion:  

 ODA Website (main LAEPP page and Landowner Application 
Information) 

 Sample Deeds of Agricultural Easement 

 LAEPP 2015 Policies and Guidelines 

 Licking County SWCD Pre-Screening tool 

 Local Sponsor ideas for reaching landowners 

 

 Completing the Application: 
 Application Handbook 

 Resources on OFP website, including sample attachments 

 FAQs on application website 

 Other local sponsors 

 Call the OFP 
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A word about pipelines 

 1. Most if not all deeds contain a Section prohibiting Industrial 
& Commercial Activity and saying: “No right of passage shall   
be granted or retained across the Protected Property if right   
of passage is used in conjunction with such prohibited uses.” 

 This language prohibits landowners from signing pipeline 
easements.  It also does not give ODA the authority to sign. 

 The only option, where it is beneficial, is to amend the 
easement. 

 New deeds (2013, 2014) expressly prohibit seeking or granting 
pipeline easements.  EDUCATE YOUR LANDOWNERS. 

 Thank you for bringing existing pipeline easements to our 
attention when completing monitoring reports! 
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2015 LAEPP Policies and Guidelines 

 Lays out total funding available to landowners, eligibility 
criteria for applicant farms, funding caps, and policies for 
current application period 

 

 Change to Large Farm Exception Policy 

 

 More clarification of OFP policies – subdividing 
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2015 LAEPP Policies and Guidelines 

Large Farm Exception 
 Request before end of online application period 
 Follow instructions in Policies and Guidelines for what 

request should entail 
 Large Farm Size: 400+ acres  
 Large Farm Value: Points-Based Appraisal (Step 19) is 

greater than $1 million before the donated value is 
calculated  

 If granted, exception is to submit one or both halves of 
farm as individual applications (a 400 contiguous-acre 
property can now apply as two 200-acre applications, for 
example) 

 No longer a post-split option (400 acres at time of 
application, with reserved split in Deed of Agricultural 
Easement) 
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2015 LAEPP Policies and Guidelines 

No Subdividing Policy 
 Request for more clarification came from Technical 

Meeting – trying to insert into multiple areas of 
agricultural easement process  
 Policies and Guidelines 

 Sample Deeds of Agricultural Easement 

 Landowner Application (Step 3, Step 20, Attachments) 

 Notice of Selection template 

 Purchase Agreement  
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2015 LAEPP Policies and Guidelines 

Don’t forget… 

 

 Eligibility (what constitutes an applicant farm?) 

 Farmstead/Homestead Policy 

 Small Farm Exception  

 Title costs and Funding caps 

 Multi-County farms 
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2015 LAEPP Online Landowner Application 

 Very few changes, but some new items 
 Step 9 (Farmland Usage) 

 Attachment K (Site Visit form) 

 
 Returning LS – use previous login information 

 
 Login information available if you no longer have it 

 
 Can create a login if new LS or SWCD 

 
 Confirmed/Not Confirmed LS 
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You will still find the online application in 
the same place as previous years 



2014 LAEPP Landowner Application 

11 

 Find important resources here! 
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“Not confirmed” message will appear if brand new or using new login 
information. If you get this message, please call.  
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Means you are 
good to go.  



 
Online Landowner Application (continued)  

 Contact, ownership, and location information for landowner and applicant 
property 
 

 Eligibility questions to ensure farm meets the basic criteria (see Policies 
and Guidelines as well as OAC 901-2-02) ---***Question 3J is new 
 

 Use County Auditor’s Records for acres, CAUV and Market Value 
 

 Information on farmland usage---***new Step 9 
 

 Information on number of homesteads, liens and restrictions already on 
the applicant property 
 

 Applicant property’s proximity to other protected areas and other 
applicant farms and development pressure 

14 



Online Landowner Application (continued) 

 Other Factors (Standard or Localized Step 14) 
 

 Local Government planning 
 

 Will work with SWCD/NRCS to describe status of Conservation Plan 
and soils of the applicant property 
 

 Receive score and estimated purchase offer with points-based 
appraisal 
 

 Signature page 
 

 Attachment Checklist – New Attachment: Site Visit Form 
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Site Visit Form 
 Purpose: to visit with landowners prior to application, 

ensure eligibility, and to discuss the “big” issues (like 
subdividing) with landowners 
 Ensure eligibility: make sure there are no deal-breakers like 

commercial recreation or other ineligible non-agricultural 
activity 

 Can begin conversations on items that will be needed 
during application or – if selected – during easement 
process: Conservation Plan, rental status, oil/gas  

 Provide landowner with copy of Policies and Guidelines – 
they will initial that they saw it and understand the policies, 
including no subdividing, homestead, and Large/Small Farm 
Exception policies 
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Localized Step 14 
 Local sponsor shall submit questions for Step 14 for 

review by ODA (by December 31, 2014) 
 

 Within application, message will say that LS chose a 
localized Step 14, and there will be a box for you to 
enter the total number of points that landowner received 
on your local questions. Amount of the landowner’s 
donation must also be entered in here for localized 
applications 
 

 Local sponsor must attach the localized Step 14 scoring 
sheet for that property with their hardcopy application if 
that farm is to be recommended for funding 
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Standard 
Application 
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Localized 
Application 



Attachments  
 Resolution  

 Farm Map 

 County Auditor Records 

 Aerial Map or Photo 

 Soils Map 

 Historical Designation 

 Corporations, Partnerships, and Trusts 

 Charitable Organizations (additional resolutions) 

 ASA enrollment 

 Current owner’s Deed 

 Site Visit Form 

 Picture and any other relevant information 
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Hints to a successful application 
and review process 

 
 Resolutions 

 Get on township and county calendars now for resolutions 
 Utilize new templates online  

 
 Maps – Read the attachment checklist for things that need to be on 

those maps – will speed up the review 
 

 Enlist the help of your landowners and other local help for 
assistance in obtaining needed documents, pictures, and maps 
 

 Reminder – all “fellow applicants” submitted for proximity points 
must complete the online application and must be listed on 
Cooperative Agreement Exhibit D at the close of your application 
period/ranking.   
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Use the LAEPP 2015 Steps as your guide 

 

 July 29 – Notices of Selection (NOS) must be mailed to landowners 
(Step L) 

 August 28 – Original NOS must be returned to ODA (L) 

 October 27 – Local Sponsor orders title commitment and forwards 
all source documents (and title agent contact info) to ODA by this 
date (M) 
 Refer to new “Tips for completing an agricultural easement” document to 

see what can be done while ODA completes title review and preliminary 
closing instructions   
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2015 LAEPP Process Steps  



 

Additional Steps:  
 

-ODA issues title opinion and Closing Instructions explaining 
title issues/remedies (N) 
 

-Local Sponsor completes Present Condition Report and provides 
Conservation (or ALE) Plan (O-P) 
 

-Purchase Agreement and Draft Deed of Agricultural Easement 
(Q)  
 

-Local Sponsor provides Escrow Agreement to ODA for review 
(R) 
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2015 LAEPP Process Steps (continued)  



2015 LAEPP Process Steps (continued)  

-Local Sponsor requests ODA to initiate release of LAEPP funds 
and (if applicable) Assignment of Payment process (S-T) 
 

-Local Sponsor completes preliminary Closing Instructions and 
provides signed Escrow Agreement and Closing Protection 
Coverage (U-W) 
 

-ODA prepares final Deed of Agricultural Easement and final 
Closing Instructions (X) 
 

-Local Sponsor prepares escrow package, coordinates closing, 
and executes ODA’s final Closing Instructions (Y-AA) 
 

-Local Sponsor annually monitors the Agricultural Easement 
(BB) 
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Questions?              Thank you. 
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