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European E.coli Foodborne lliness Outbreak
The Ohio Department of Agriculture’s Role in Pathogen Detection and Response

European Foodborne Outbreak
The World Health Organization is reporting 17 deaths and more than 1,600 ilinesses connected

to a foodborne illness outbreak in Germany and 9 other countries. Most of the cases involve
people who live in or have traveled to Germany. The CDC is reporting that that three Americans
who recently traveled to Germany have been hospitalized and are being tested to see if their
illness is connected to the outbreak.

The E. coli associated with this outbreak is a rare strain--0104:H4. The source is still
undetermined but salad components including lettuce, cucumbers and fresh tomatoes are the
suspected sources. The outbreak strain produces a shiga-toxin, similar to the toxin found in
0157:H7, the E.coli strain associated with hamburger. Clinical signs include bloody diarrhea and
can progress to hemolytic uremic syndrome (HUS) and death.

ODA'’s Surveillance Program

The Ohio Department of Agriculture actively surveys for pathogenic bacteria in food. The ODA
Consumer Protection Laboratory tests more than 21,000 food samples per year. In concert with
the USDA Microbiological Data Program (MDP), the ODA lab is one-of-only-eight such labs in
the United States that routinely tests fresh fruits and vegetables for pathogens, including
toxigenic E.coli.

Ohio tested more than 4,200 fresh fruits and vegetables in 2010. Samples tested in Ohio are
collected by the ODA Food Safety inspectors, as well as their counterparts in California and
Texas. Ohio tests more samples in this program than any other state. We also maintain the
national repository of all isolates. ODA is working with the FDA and CDC to improve test
methods for toxigenic E.coli. The MDP surveillance program is the only federally sponsored
program in the US that routinely monitors for toxigenic E. coli in fresh fruits and vegetables.

Once ODA finds that a product has been confirmed to contain a microbiological pathogen, the
agency immediately contacts the manufacture of the product in Ohio and shares the findings
with management. The agency then asks the manufacturer to advise us as to where the
product has been distributed and to supply us with shipping records. We then work with the
firm to issue a public recall notice and to contact each of the locations where the product was
distributed. If the product was manufactured outside of Ohio, we contact FDA or USDA
(depending on which agency has jurisdiction regarding the product involved) and make them
aware of our findings.
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