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Council members in attendance: Brian Williams, Farmland Preservation Consultant, , Richard 

Mason, Ohio Restaurant Association, , Shari Baker, Ohio Department on Aging, Jim Chakeres, 

Ohio Poultry Association, Cecelia Torok, Ohio Department of Education, Casey Hoy, OSU-

OARDC, Melissa Stanford, Ohio Department of Development, Carol Goland, Ohio Ecological 

Food & Farming Association, Joe Logan, Ohio Farmers Union, , Greg Hargett, Ohio Department 

of Agriculture, Amalie Lipstreu, Ohio Department of Agriculture, Chris Henney ( for Jack 

Fisher) Ohio Farm Bureau, Chuck Kirchner, Ohio Department of Agriculture,  Lewis Jones, 

Ohio Department of Agriculture, Michael Hockman, Ohio Department of Agriculture, Jennifer 

Scofield, Health Impact Consulting, John Marsh (for Howard Sacks) Kenyon College, Deb 

Rausch (for Randy Hunt) USDA Rural Development, Dave Wible, The North Market. 

 

Guests: Brad Masi, Executive Director, The New Agrarian Center, , Tracie Haynes, The New 

Agrarian Center 

 

Absent: Paul Fraunholtz, ODJFS, Howard Sacks, Kenyon College, Robert Marx, AVI Food 

Systems, Tom Jackson, Ohio Grocers Association, Jack Fisher, Ohio Farm Bureau, Randy Hunt, 

USDA Rural Development, Shandell Jamal, Governor’s Office of Faith Based & Community 

Initiatives, Dr. Ronald Copeland, Kaiser Permanente, Lisa Hamler-Fugitt, Ohio Association of 

Second Harvest Food Banks, Bret Layman, Layman Dairy, Sister Christine Pratt, Catholic 

Charities, Tom Price, Price Farms Organics, Leslie Schaller, AceNet, Ellen Mee, Ohio 

Environmental Council, Hugo Melgar-Quinonez, OSU-Human Nutrition. Elizabeth Lind, Ohio 

Department of Administrative Services, Martin Tremmel, Ohio Department of Health, Ken 

Kopycinski, Ohio Department of Corrections & Rehabilitation. 

Chairman Hargett called the meeting to order at 1:06 pm. He then updated the Council on recent 

state budget announcements.  There is a project state budget deficit of 640 million dollars by 

June of 2009.  Most state governors are meeting with President Elect Obama regarding a possible 

“bailout” for the states.  We may be facing a deficit of 4.7 billion dollars over the next biennium. 

Melissa Stanford asked about the future of the Ohio Food Policy Council.  Chairman Hargett 

said that while there will be a focus on providing important core services there is also an 

imperative to make strategic investments. 

The minutes for the October 6
th

 meeting were presented for approval.  Richard Mason made a 

motion to approve the meeting minutes as provided and Dave Wible provided a second.  The 

minutes were approved unanimously. 

Amalie Lipstreu provided an update on listening sessions across the state.  A first “mini” 

listening session was held on November 7
th

 at the Northeast Ohio Food Congress.  The input 



from that session focused on regulations at farmers’ markets, the strategic grain reserve, social 

justice issues in southeast Ohio, the need for more outreach on local agriculture including 

support for new victory gardens, more support for micro-enterprises, a need for more sustainable 

agriculture education and training, and support for/ interest in institutional purchasing in higher 

education. 

There will be a listening session at the Ohio Produce Growers and Marketers Association 

conference January 12
th

.  A session is scheduled for February 4
th

 in Southwest Ohio and March 

12
th

 in Northwest Ohio. 

Task Force Chairs provided updates to the Council. 

Brian Williams shared the updates from the Agricultural Viability Task Force.  The group has 

been discussing mobile poultry processing and at the last meeting brought in Rick Wilson from 

the Ohio EPA to talk about what would be needed to permit the unit.  Local processing is a way 

to promote agricultural viability. The task force has recommended that the full Council support a 

formal recommendation to do a feasibility study for the creation of such a unit in the state.   

Amalie shared that the Center for Innovative Food Technology (CIFT)has been studying this 

issue and they have said that they are in the processing of completing a feasibility study.  There 

were some questions about the unit.  Dr. Hockman described how the unit is constructed and 

used as well as who might potentially own the unit.   

Jim Chakeres questioned how the birds would be harvested and raised some concerns about 

biosecurity.  Issues of biosecurity should be addressed in any feasibility study. The Ohio Poultry 

Association supports the creation of mobile processing facilities but biosecurity can and should 

be addressed. 

The need for the unit relates to cost and the fact that there are only one to poultry processors that 

are accessible to producers in the state.  Existing large scale producers will not take a small 

number of birds.  This relates back to biosecurity plans.   

Chris Henney inquired about CIFT as a potential operator of the facility and that is in fact a 

possibility.  Chris suggested that we have CIFT come in to present the information they have 

when they are finished with their study.   

Chris made a motion as follows: 

“The Ohio Food Policy Council supports a feasibility study on mobile poultry processing in 

Ohio. The Ohio Department of Agriculture will continue to provide support to this project.  It is 

further recommended that the study address bio-security, economic, regulatory, siting and 

harvesting issues.” 

 



Carol Goland provided a second to the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

Casey Hoy provided an update on the work of the Food System Assessment Task Force.  Short 

term objectives are being addressed.  Jill Clark is working on mapping information to help 

inform the Council.  Aside from mapping physical information and assets she will be mapping 

rural food deserts in Ohio.    The task force will continue to work on detailed study methodology 

for the full Ohio food system assessment and is in the process of assembling the existing data 

sets on the Ohio Local Food Systems Collaborative Food System Assessment metadata table 

wiki page.  Additionally Dr. Vickner from Franklin University is preparing a state level analysis 

of the economic impact of food and agriculture and what the impact would be of a percentage 

shift to local foods.  After completion of the state level analysis he will do a breakdown based on 

the Ohio Department of Development’s economic regions. 

Carol Goland asked if the state level assessment would include a direct measure of acreage in 

production for direct distribution, number of farmers for local and related information.  Casey 

said that would be included.  

Cecelia Torok gave an update from the Healthy Food Access Task Force.  She said that the task 

force is regrouping.  A definition of Healthy Food Access has been adapted to help guide the 

process.  The definition is “Community Food Security is a condition in which all community residents 

obtain a safe, culturally acceptable, affordable and nutritionally adequate diet through a sustainable 

food system.” 

The group is identifying the stakeholders and working through a logic model with the goal of 

identifying potential policy, best practice and regulations that impact healthy food access.    

Questions that will be dealt with include what is a nutritionally adequate diet, culturally 

acceptable and sustainable. 

Dave Wible gave an update of the activity of the Market Connections Task Force.   

Three areas from previous recommendations to the Council being advanced are: 

 

1. Creating a directory of grants, loans and resources for food and agricultural businesses 

2. Directing resources to the Ohio Market Maker program for needed updates/improvements. 

3. Developing a comprehensive public education and marketing campaign.  

With regard to public education and marketing the group will be looking at creative public 

relations and outreach to promote local food stories.  There will be a meeting on January 22
nd

 to 

bring together local food advocates and companies to identify exemplary local food stories. 

The next task force meeting on December 8
th

 at the North Market will include a local foods 

distribution panel to discuss opportunities, challenges and needs for this part of the industry. 



Technical assistance for producers working in local food systems has been identified as an area 

of need.  Julie Fox- OSU Extension direct marketing team is waiting to hear about a  SARE grant 

that has been submitted to help in this area. 

An ongoing part of the Ohio Food Policy Council is to identify and share Model Food Initiatives 

throughout the state of Ohio to encourage the transmission of knowledge about innovative local 

food programs.  The presentation for December was from Brad Masi, the Executive Director of 

the New Agrarian Center (NAC).  NAC operates a 70 acre farm in Oberlin, Ohio (Lorain 

County).  The partnered with OSU extension to start the City Fresh program in 2005 to facilitate 

“fresh stops” in the city of Cleveland.  The fourteen neighborhood fresh stops are run by the 

respective neighborhood.  Local foods are sourced from the regions farmers and brought to the 

inner city locations in Cleveland and Cuyahoga County.  There is a broad socioeconomic 

distribution receiving the benefit of local foods and the higher income areas can help to subsidize 

those areas with more economic need.  The program has been run with USDA and private 

foundation support.  It also engages youth and supports the creation of urban gardens.  The 

program supports 800 families a week.  Bon Appétit donated the box truck that is used to make 

deliveries of food into the various neighborhoods.  

When asked what assistance the state and the Council specifically could provide the area of need 

cited was infrastructure challenges- specifically around distribution and processing.  

Jennifer Scofield also shared some information on the Corner Store project being developed in 

Cleveland,  Four stores are participating in this program to improve the healthy food availability 

in convenience stores around the city.  It was also stressed that these programs address healthy 

food access, job creation and work force training.  

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 2
nd

 2009 at the Ohio Department of 

Agriculture. 

 

 

 


